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MADE OF D'OH

ABANDON SHIP?

After 300 episodes, The Mirror
offers a look at the best shows
Pages 10-11

Many football and hockey players
are planning to transfer
Page 20

The
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A year later,
hostage situation
still on minds
of many

Fairfield University's Student Newspaper

Fallout continues from sports cancellations

BY LAURA WALSH

One year ag6 Wednesday, 24year-old Fairfield alumnus Patrick
Arbelo, carrying a cardboard box
with exposed wires, suddenly
walked into Dr. Elizabeth Dreyer's
religious studies class in Canisius
Hall claiming he had a bomb.
Today, Fairfield students have
not forgotten, nor have they completely recovered from that traumatic day.
"I think I'm
still dealing with
it," said Nora
Lopez, '03, one
of the student
hostages. "Just
lately, I've been
thinking about it
more often beARBELO
cause this was
the time around
when it happened. It's weird. It still
feels like it didn't really happen."
Elissa DeRose, '04, another
student who was held hostage by
Arbelo, agreed.
"It's just the type of thing that
won't go away," said DeRose.
"Today, for instance, someone was
standing outside my class and I got
nervous."
Although no one was harmed
and the bomb was deemed not dangerous by a bomb squad, 27 students and Dr. Dreyer were held
hostage for six hours on Tuesday,
Feb. 12, 2002. Arbelo, who is
SEE "EX-HOSTAGE" ON P.
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Players left out of decision;
school to use money for aid
BY MIKE PIGNATARO

It's being called a "dark day"
for Fairfield athletics, and for 85
student-athletes and 10 coaches the
effects of last Thursday's announcement to cut the football and
hockey programs will be felt for
years to come.
"The university doesn't know
what they just did to 21 kids
[hockey players]. None of us [underclassmen members] will be
back," said Ryan Murphy '06, a
member of the hockey team that
plans to transfer after this year.
"They basically gave us three
weeks to find somewhere else to
go. Every day is one less day that
we're going to spend with each
other."

4.4%
No Opinion

IRROR

SNAPSHOT

Students divided
over advising

Keith Whamond/The Mirror

Mass response: A protest took place last Thursday outside Bellarmine Hall after the cancellation of the football and hockey programs.

22.6%
Poor

Students were asked:
"What is your opinion
of the quality
of academic advising?"
Here is how
they responded:
Source: Classes of James Simon and Kurt Schlichting
Margin of error: +/- 5 percent

18.5%
Good

Days later, punter Jeff I BY ZACK FlNLEY
Gomulinski, '05, remained®
speechless.
Tim Fater, '05, has no connec"There are no words to de- « tion to the recent disbandment of
scribe how I feel right
the football and hockey
now. But I just have to
programs, except for the
THE PIG PEN
move on and make a defact that he feels for the
cision,"
said
individuals and teams
The school dropped
Gomulinski, who plans
involved. However,
the ball on how they
to transfer after this se- handled the situation Fater took his feelings
mester.
and turned them into acPage 18
An even more distion last Thursday after
paraging factor of the
hearing
about the deciALUMNI SAY
university's decision,
sion given by university
Ex-athletes angered
according to the players,
President Aloysius P.
by end of programs
was the lack of commuKelley, S.J.
\ Page 18
nication the administraAt about 4:00 p.m.,
tion had with both proFater decided to get
grams prior to the decision.
some of his friends together to
show that they truly cared about
SEE "DORIS" ON P. 18
* the athletic programs here at

Graphic by Joshua O'Connell/The Minor

Fairfield. "I talked to some people
who thought it was a good idea,"
said Fater. "So then I made some
calls, sent out some Instant Messages and this is what came of it."
Located on the lawn of
Bellarmine Hall roughly 80 students gathered in a mini-protest
outside the office of Fr. Kelley last
Thursday. There, students voiced
their opinions while proving to
each other that they did want a say
in what occurred. Those who did
not know about the protest were
drawn in by the sound of fireworks
in the distance.
"It is not so much in the fact
of what happened," said Fater, "but
in the way the school went about
SEE

"PROTEST" ON P. 6

Poll: quality of faculty advising a mixed bag
BY KEITH WHAMOND

35.4%
Good

Students and faculty against
sudden disbandment of teams

Imagine that you find yourself
having suffered through registration for another semester, only to
find that you signed up for Advanced Trigonometry thinking that
it would be an easy way to fill up
a core math requirement. The reason? You didn't have the benefit
of a faculty advisor helping you

along the way.
If something like this has happened to you, you're not alone.
According to a new poll of
Fairfield students, almost half 42% - ranked their faculty advising as only fair or poor. Only 20%
rated it as very good, with 37%
calling their advising good.
The low scores didn't surprise
Fairfield administration.

"I'm not happy with these
numbers," said Orin Grossman,
the academic vice president of
Fairfield. "Faculty advising and
mentoring is obviously an important feature of academic life here,
and some students perceive that
their experience with this advising
is not positive," he said.
SEE "SENIORS" ON P.
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Snow days: who makes the call?

BY CHRISTIAN VILLODAS

Light flurries. Inundated switchboards.
Rumors of cancellation.
As the beneficiaries of snow days, students seldom realize who actually makes
that declaration, freeing them from their
academic responsibilities.
"I think the best part of the snow day is
that it gives you the freedom to do whatever you want - you can sleep, do work, play
- it's a 'get out of jail free card' for your
day," said Jeff Wright, '04.
Those making the call don't just look
out the window. Weather forecasts, snow fall
accumulation, road conditions both on and
off campus, cost associated with closing, and
the academic schedule, are all taken into
account, said Todd Pelazza, director of security.
Using Accuweather forecasting, a service paid for by the university, security officials receive weather predictions over the
phone, and automatic faxes from
Accuweather for any projected snowfall
over one inch, said Pelazza.
The director of security is one of two
people that Dr. Orin Grossman, academic
vice president, consults with before making the snow day call. Mark Guglielmoni,

director of human resources, is the second.
"I get up about 4:00 a.m. as does Todd
Pelazza, and obviously check outside, put
on the TV, put on the radio, and go onto the
Web site for the State Department of Transportation," said Guglielmoni. "They have
actual cameras of the throughway which
helps me gather as much info as I can ... to
see how traffic's moving and what the roads
are like," he said.
At 5:00 a.m., Pelazza and Guglielmoni
confer about the conditions on and off campus, contacting Stan Kisiel in Campus operations to see if the roads will be cleared
by 8 a.m., Guglielmoni said.
The Human Resources office also monitors local school closings to get a better understanding of the severity of the storm, he
said.
Grossman will then be contacted again,
as the three men discuss the storm's course
and the effect of closing regarding events on
the school's academic calendar, said
Guglielmoni.
So far the university has only cancelled
classes twice said Grossman, pointing out
that a special public event may delay the
cancellation of classes.
Security and Human Resources have
made calls to local television and radio sta-
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Snowball time: St. Francis joins in on the fun on
Monday when classes were cancelled.
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tions using a code word identifying Fairfield University by
7:00 a.m., to prevent any students from phoning in false
cancellations, said Grossman.
"That first day they cancelled was so beautiful because
I think it just hit everybody at
once, so ho one expected it and
they probably had tests papers
due; and everyone was just like,
'alright that's it, we're going
out and having fun.' I had a
blast that day," said Robert Morales, '06.
It may be difficult for him
to juggle academic activities
and the safety of students, but
as Grossman does so, he is reminded of what it was to like
hear school closings when he
was a kid.
"You listen to the station
and think, 'who was that nice
person that did this for me?'
And now, it's me," said
Grossman. "I suppose there are
times when I've made a few
people happy."

STAFF WRITERS
Kathryn Abruzzo, Holly Aladin, Bryan Caswell, Chris Donato, Alisha Holland, Kristine Lynch,
Tara Lynch, Julie McDermott, Gwen McLaughlin, Megan McGory, Virginia Meade,
Zach Miners, Don Partyka, Jake Pierson, Lynn Raimondo, Amy Torchen,
Melissa B. Thompson, Tara Touloumis, Christian Villodas

Tuesday, February 4
1:08 p.m. - Hub caps were stolen from a vehicle in the Regis parking lot. The
case is under investigation.
Wednesday, February 5
12:03 a.m. - A lamp that lines a path which leads from Claver to the Village
parking lot was found smashed and broken. This case is also under investigation.
Thursday, February 6
9:38 p.m. - The railings on a stairwell in the Canisius faculty/staff parking lot
were found knocked over. The case is under investigation.
Friday, February 7
2:31 p.m. - A student refused to provide identification when asked by a member of security. The student has been referred to judicial.
11:51 p.m - The North-side card-swipe door of Campion Hall was found
smashed. The university carpenter was called in for repairs.
Saturday, February 8
8:50 a.m - A bulletin board and some ceiling tiles were found destroyed on the
second floor of Regis. Pritchard Industries was called to deal with the mess.
Sunday, February 9
10:14 a.m. -A water fountain was found ripped from the wall on the first floor of
Loyola. This resulted in water damage and Pritchard was called.
Monday, February 10
8:28 p.m. - A hit-and-run accident was witnessed in the Regis lot. The case is
under investigation.

PHOTOGRAPHY
Meghan Coiro, Alexis Delaney, Chris Donato, Jess Riu, Danny Schwartzman, Dana Tompkins
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In our roundup of FUSA presidents, we failed to mention that the candidate list is
tentative and could change due to eligibility. Since press time, the candidates had all
been declared eligible, so the list in last week's paper still stands.
The Mirror strives to report accurately in our stories. However, if you are aware of
any errors, please call Editor In Chief Sean Hayes at x6529.
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Online voting unavailable as election nears
BY ZACK FINLEY

In an effort to increase voter turnout in
FUSA elections, Student Body President
Karen Donoghue, '03, put in a push for the
elections to be held online via Fairfield's
Campus Pipeline service.
Due to complications, however, students must make their way this year to the
lobby of the Barone Campus Center to vote.
The issue of online voting has been
brought to attention just days before the student body will hear from the four official
FUSA presidential candidates who are set
to debate today at 12:00 p.m. in the campus
center. Students will then go to the polls on
Tuesday, Feb. 18 for the primary elections
to narrow the candidates down to two. The
actual elections for FUSA president will take
place on Tuesday, Feb. 25 in the Campus
Center.
"We wanted online voting to occur for
this year," said Donoghue. "We were hoping to make the elections cheaper, easier and
to increase the numbers of the people who
will hopefully vote."
Back in the fall, the freshman class elections took place on Campus Pipeline. However, the elections did not go off without a
hitch.
"The first problem that arose came in
the amount of people we could fit on one
screen," Donoghue said. "We could only fit
five people's names on one screen, so if six

Mirror file photo

Ballot box blues: FUSA President Karen Donoghue would have preferred online voting
to ballot boxes for this year's upcoming elections.

people were running for a position, students
would have to click to another screen and
that would be frustrating."
Dean of Students, Mark Reed, specified the problems.
"When this was done for the freshman
senate elections in the fall, it was done
through a basic surveying feature currently
available within Campus Pipeline itself,"
said Reed. "In some ways, we knew that
the basic built in tool within Campus Pipe-

line currently was limited, but since the
application's administrator indicated he
could "tweak" it to work for the freshmen
elections, the Office of Student Activities
and FUSA decided to go ahead with it."
Donoghue also noted that the elections
were scheduled to begin at 8:00 a.m. but
began 20 minutes late. Some students had
reactions to voting online. "I would love to
be able to vote online because it would save
me a lot of time," said Nicole Blyth, '05.

"Voting in those booths also makes me a
little bit claustrophobic."
"I think that it would make a lot more
people vote if it were online," said Matt
Molinari, '04. "But I also think that it will
lower the work ethic of the candidates because they won't be outside the Campus
Center before we go in to vote."
"We are very appreciative of Campus
Pipeline trying to do this," Donoghue said.
"But it just doesn't look like it can happen
this year."
The plans for online voting began back
in November and not enough time was given
to allow for it to occur.
"Generally speaking, [the fall elections
on Pipeline] worked fairly well," said Reed.
"We were hopeful that it could be tweaked
for the general elections, but given the
amount of candidates for a variety of positions... the office of Student Activities and
FUSA felt it better to continue with standard voting machines."
Donoghue noted that plans were in the
making to look towards an outside company
to tally the votes. "We looked to a company
called Zoomorang who specializes in these
types of things," Donoghue said. "It would
have cost a set fee of $2,000 and we would
have it forever."
"We just felt that so much money had
been put into Campus Pipeline that we
should expand upon that for next year,"
Donoghue added.

Students soured over study abroad experiences
BY CHRISTOPHER DONATO

When most college students think about
going abroad to study, they think about new
friends, sightseeing, and probably a little
more partying than usual. Most students
don't expect to run into major problems
while they're traveling.
Like most, Dana Tompkins, '04 went
to Florence last semester expecting to have
only positive experiences. She felt confident
that Fairfield University had given her a
large enough support base that she would
be able to receive help whenever she needed
it. However, according to Tompkins, when
trouble did come her way, Fairfield University and her Florence contacts were nowhere
to be found.
"One night when my roommate and I
were abroad a man beat us up. We didn't
know how to speak Italian so we couldn't
go to the police," said Tompkins. "All we
had were the emergency numbers that we
received when we arrived."
Susan Fitzgerald, director of the Study
Abroad Office, agreed that students are issued certain emergency numbers from the
universities that they stay with and that these
hotlines are manned by personnel 24 hours
a day.
"We were supposed to be able to contact someone 24 hours a day," said
Thompkins, "but when we called the emergency numbers no one was there. We had to
wait six hours until Fairfield University
opened to get in touch with anyone."
Fitzgerald remembers the situation differently. "Academic Vice Principal

situations like these can
occur.
Brian Gosselin, '04
went abroad last semester
to Prague expecting to have
only positive experiences.
But when he arrived, the
Czech Republic was recovering from one of the worst
floods in its history. When
it came time to register for
the next semester of classes
that he would be taking at
Fairfield University, he was
unable to register due to the
loss of internet access.
He called Fairfield and
was able to sign up for
classes over the phone with
his advisor. But when he arrived back at the U.S., there
was a problem.
"Somehow I wasn't
registered in any of my
classes. I had to get signed
into all of them all over
Rendered by Joshua O'Connell
Caution student travelers Is study abroad
again. It was a big mess,"
all it's cracked up to be?
said Gosselin.
Grossman, Dean Wilson, and myself were
It wasn't the only mess that he came
all here handling the situation at back to, either.
midnight[Conneticut time]. No one had to
"When I came back to campus, I kept
wait until the opening of the university [Fair- receiving mail in my mailbox that wasn't
field]," he insisted.
mine and my mail sometimes wouldn't be
No matter the length of time that it took there," said Gosselin. "I had been waiting
for Tompkins to get in touch with univer- for my abroad scholarship check to come in
sity officials she said that it "was a very the mail, but I never got it. The company
tragic experience." Students should remem- said they sent it out so I am not sure what
ber that when traveling in another country, happened."
* MOROCCO

It turns out that the university gave
Gosselin's mailbox to a transfer student to
share with Gosselin when he returned.
Marge Fulop, superintendent of the
mailroom, told the Mirror that this is common practice. "When students go abroad
they don't lose their mailboxes but sometimes they do receive someone to share it
with. We make sure that people that share
are of the same year and sex."
Gosseling said that they university
never informed him of the person sharing
his mailbox of the change.
Fulop said that she doesn't have to inform students of the change. "Students are
told that they may have to share mailboxes
before hand," she said. "So when we do
double them up we don't have to tell individual students."
Students are given the option of sharing a box with a person of their choice if
they are uncomfortable with the person to
whom they are randomly assigned. According to Fulop, most people don't bother to
ask.
Even though bad experiences do happen, Fitzgerald believes that "Ninety-nine
percent of peoples' experiences abroad are
positive."
"As the numbers of people that go
abroad grow, there will be an equal increase
in problems that occur while students are
abroad," she stressed.
The Study Abroad Office realizes that
unfortunate situations may occur. "Before
students leave we do a lot of situation coaching. We make sure that everyone going
abroad is well prepared."
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Ex-hostage feels justice
not being served

Seniors look at advising more negatively than freshmen
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

"One of the problems that we have is that the university
curriculum is very complex. There is a relatively large core,
with many options," said Grossman. "These options can be
combined to form minors. There are diversity requirements.
Each requirement and option has a good and legitimate reason for its existence, but the sum total is complex enough to
confuse many faculty members, not to mention students."
"I think we need to look at better use of technology.
Students should be able to look at their course history and
quickly see which requirements they have already fulfilled
and which remain to be fulfilled," said Grossman. "They
should be able to do this online."
Kelly Hackett, '05, a nursing major, has heard these
complaints as well.
"I personally love my advisor, but I've heard some
horror stories from other people," Hackett said. "Although
I haven't had a problem with it — school of nursing seems
to be good about it."
The polling seems to concur with Hackett. The School
of Nursing students had the highest opinion of their advising of all the students polled, with 80% approving of their
advising. Engineering students had the lowest opinion of
their advising with just 50% having a positive opinion.
Other students interviewed criticized the lack organization and clarity with the academic advising system at
Fairfield, but requested that their names not be mentioned.
The poll was conducted by a joint effort between a
sociology and journalism class at Fairfield University. The
poll questioned 261 both on campus and off campus students by telephone during the first weekend of November
2002. In theory, in 19 cases out of 20, the results based on

such samples will differ by no more than roughly five percentage points in either direction from seeking out all
Fairfield students.
Timothy Snyder, the Dean of the College of Arts and
Sciences, agrees with Vice President Grossman.
"These numbers [on faculty advising] are a cause for
concern. Either student expectations have increased, or the
quality of advising has decreased," said Snyder.
The poll also indicated that the student's approval of
the academic advising went down the longer the students
had gone to Fairfield. The freshman polled held a fairly
high opinion of the advising they've had thus far, with 60%
having a generally positive opinion of advising, while just
44% of seniors agreed with the freshman. Snyder offered
several explanations.
"There could be many causes for this: an accumulation
of memorable bad experiences, a lowered expectation of
the newer students," said Snyder. "Hopefully, given the work
we have been putting into advising, we are improving. That
is the goal in the College of Arts and Sciences," he said.
Snyder says that the University has several plans for
combating this problem.
"First, the College of Arts and Sciences instituted advisor training sessions last year. We have not conducted
them yet this year because we are waiting for a new system
that is being implemented by the Registrar," said Snyder.
"Second, through our Sophomore Symposium, which
we inaugurated this year, we are helping students understand that advising is as much their responsibility as it is
the responsibility of their advisors.
"Third, the Student Senate has offered to pitch in and
offer peer advising. I applaud this effort, and we will continue to support it in the future," he said.

WE GAINED WEIGHT
Seen our Scholarship Channel lately?

CONTINUED FROM P.

nearly blind and partially deaf, wanted a statement that
he had written to be read over CBS radio. The statement
was said to be anti-Semitic and was eventually read by last
hostage Ripton Marini,'02, but it was never aired.
Arbelo, of Seaview Terrace, pleaded not guilty to 27
counts of first-degree kidnapping charges on Tuesday Feb.
26,2002. Now, state prosecutors are working with Arbelo's
lawyer, Vincent Noce, to ensure that Arbelo receives proper
psychiatric care before a prison sentence is issued, according to the Connecticut Post.
Lopez doesn't feel justice is being served.
"I'm pretty upset about it," Lopez said. "He planned
this out and he knew what he was doing. I hope he gets jail
time. I think he's disturbed and has problems, but he didn't
have to go about it the way he did."
As far as something like this ever occurring again, Mike
Lauzon, assistant director of Security, said that he was hopeful that it wouldn't, but could make no promises.
"He [Arbelo] was an alumni and he was known around
here," Lauzon said. "We never thought he would do something like this. We can be very careful, but how secure can
we be?"
Some students complained that they weren't well informed by the university the day of the hostage crisis.
Although Melissa Nowicki, '05, was not held hostage,
she still feels the repercussions of that day a year ago.
"I think it was the first time that we realized that 'it
could happen to use,'" said Nowicki. "We think that just
because we live in a beautiful suburb in the richest county
in the United States that crime doesn't exist here."

^CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

OF INTEREST TO ALL

Sports Teams
Clubs - Student Groups
Earn $1,000-$2,000 this semester with
a proven CampusFundraiser 3 hour
fundraising event. Our programs
make fundraising easy with no risks.
Fundraising dates are filling quickly, so
get with the program! It works. Contact
CampusFundraiser at (888) 923-3238,
or visit www.campusfundraiser.com

Career singing. Former college instructor. Offers private lessons. Smooth out
your break. Sing higher and louder
without yelling. Develop chest and head
voice. Rock, pop, musical theatre, jazz.
261 -1780.

Monday through Thursday after school
tutoring, parents helper for January to
June 2003 and academic year 20032004. Fifteen (15) hours per week for
twin sixth-grade boys. Homework help,
scheduling activities, sports, interest in
education and reliability are major
assets. Driving essential. Nonsmoking. $12/hr. Call Barbara at work
203-256-8700, home 203-259-8359, or
E-mail resume to Barbara at
barbarag@tgparch.com or fax to 203255-0004.
HOUSE FOR RENT
Fairfield Beach. Immaculate furisheed
two room studio available, September
03 through May '04. Only for a single.
Plus security deposit and utility. Also
option for year-round rental. 259-6598
Fall 2003: Beach house rental. 4
bedrooms. Direct waterfront. Newly
updated. Please call 319-0414.

It's worth looking into.

1

Seeking survey participants to (1)
complete written survey and (2) visit
local clothing stores (i.e. Gap,
Abercrombie, Pac Sun, etc.) and
provide written evaluations of retailers
and merchandise in February and April.
All majors. Participants will receive Visa
gift cards for
completion of all phases. Call 212-8166915 for more info,
SPRING BREAK
Celebrity Spring Break brought to you
by StudentCity.com! Book now and save
up to $100 on all International trips.
Party like a rock star with MAXIM
Magazine and Jackass's Steve-O. Call
1 -800-293-1145 for details, E-mail
sales@studentcity.com, or book online
at www.studentcity.com.
VACATIONS
Mexico/Caribbean only $250 round trip!
Europe $189 one way! Other world wde
destinations cheap. Book on line
www.airtech.com or (212) 219-7000.

Classifieds are available for as little as $15 for 20 words!
Call (203) 256-6594 for more information or to place an ad.
. _.. 'rrjFrr.J
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Fairfield rejects birth control on campus
BY TARA LYNCH

Even from the parking lot of Regis Hall,
the debate surrounding abortion is evident.
In the fourth floor-window a glaring stop
sign declares, "Stop abortion now." On a
nearby car, a purple bumper sticker states
pro-choice sentiments.
Sexually active men and women seeking condoms, as well as women seeking
other forms of contraceptives find themselves at a loss on Catholic campuses.
Catholic doctrine is strictly opposed to premarital sex and Catholic schools continue
to face difficult choices concerning condom
distribution and birth control use.
"There is no organized religion that
condones sex outside of marriage," said
Jeanne DiMuzio, director of Wellness and
Prevention. "Still, non-Catholic schools face
this issue as well. Do they provide birth
control to their students and stop unwanted
pregnancies and STDs, or do they perpetuate further sexual behavior? It's a hard
choice."
While Fairfield does not offer contraceptives on campus, the health center will
suggest, but not endorse, other means of
obtaining birth control.
The health center also counsels any
pregnant student on all of the options they
have concerning pregnancies. But when it
comes to sensitive matters like abortion,
officials at Catholic universities nationwide
still scramble for answers. Even though
Catholic doctrine is firm on the subject, it is
still a choice some women at Catholic universities make.
In addition to these services, the
Women's Health Clinic also offers full
gynelogical screenings, as well as STD and
pregnancy testing. "The Women's Health
Clinic is a comfortable and confidential resource for women on campus," said Anne
Cole, RN, director of the Fairfield University Health Center. "More students should
take advantage of it."
Despite the fact that Fairfield offers
more services like this than many other Jesuit institutions, students still expressed
mixed views.
"Last year I went to the Health Center
because I wanted to go on birth control.
When I got there they didn't provide me with
any services, they just gave me the number
of Planned Parenthood in Bridgeport," said
a female sophomore, who declined to give
her name. "I was a freshman with no car

Condoms condemned: As the nation struggles with the current Roe vs. Wade debate,
students question the university's decision to not sell condoms in the bookstore.

and no means to get there.
"I understand that this is a Catholic
school and it follows Catholic principles, but
I think that when it comes to the health and
safety of its students, there should be some
separation between the church and student
services," she added. "A thousand-year-old
document is not going to keep kids from
having sexual intercourse in this day in age"
Whether or not students agree with the
decisions the university makes, some can
see why they make the decisions they do.
"... The Bible is their rulebook. They kind
of have to stick with it no matter what," said
Marisa Caban, '05.
Abortion and women's health issues
have taken on new meaning recently due to
the release of a survey by Catholics for
Choice, an abortion rights and pro-contraceptive organization, along with the impending possibility of reversing Roe v. Wade, a
1973 landmark Supreme Court decision that
legalized abortion.
In a survey of 133 Catholic universi-
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ties and colleges in the United States, Catholics for Choice, reported that 82 percent of
schools surveyed do not have contraceptives
available at their health centers. However,
67 percent of colleges with full service
health centers provided comprehensive
women's health exams, including Fairfield
University.
According to the report most colleges
have "dangerously inadequate" health services. "Catholic universities are at a difficult moment ... caught between the desire
to be a part of the educational mainstream
and the Vatican's attempts to tighten its
grip."
Perhaps the most surprising findings of
the survey were these 16 Catholic schools
that reported providing contraceptives on
campus. Fairfield University was not one
of the 16. When contacted by the Associated Press, three of the 16 schools denied
providing birth control on campus.
However, other studies show that this
may be becoming a trend. A recent report
from the anti-abortion Campaign for Life
Coalition also shows that Catholic universities are straying from Ex Corde Ecclesiae,
the Vatican's requirement that all official
university actions must be in accord with
the Catholic identity.
According to the report, several catholic universities break this code, including
DePaul, which offers internships at Planned
Parenthood, and Seattle University in Washington, which affiliates itself with such abortion rights groups as the National Organization for Women.
"I'm not aware of any school taking this
on with some kind of bravado," said Michael
James, assistant director of the Association
of Catholic Colleges and Universities, in an
interview with the Associated Press.

Mirror file photo

"Most students at Catholic colleges expect policies that are consistent with the
Catholic doctrine," James said. "I don't think
any student comes to a Catholic campus
thinking this is their forum to change the
church."
Soon, the abortion debate may come to
the forefront of government policy as well.
President Bush vowed to "protect the rights
of innocent children waiting to be born,"
earlier this year on the 30th anniversary of
the Roe v. Wade.
Although Bush has only expressed the
possibility of banning late-term abortions,
also called partial-birth abortions, some
abortion rights activists fear that this is only
the beginning.
Dr. W. David Hager, head of the FDA
and a practicing obstetrician-gynecologist,
reportedly refused to prescribe birth control
to unmarried women in his private practice,
and suggested that women who suffer from
PMS seek relief through reading the Bible
and praying... religious attitudes some fear
will cloud his decision making abilities.
The future of reproductive health hangs
in limbo, both on college campuses and for
the nation as a whole. But for now,
Fairfield's policy is strictly in place.
"If men and women are to choose to
engage in sexual activity, it is important for
them to know the possible outcomes,"
DiMuzio said. "It is important for any institution to have in place educational avenues
and support systems for both men and
women to be able to make a faith based, totally knowledgeable decision so that unwanted pregnancy, STD's, etcetera can be
prevented so that any student will not be
faced with the need to even face the question of terminating an unwanted pregnancy
or facing a life threatening illness."
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Protest, student petition staged against football, hockey cancellations
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

the whole process. If they had shown everyone some sort of financial statement if
the true reason was because of money, we
could have started fund-raising activities
like we did back in high school. We wouldn't
have to be here."
"It is a shame that the school just came
and handed down this decision on everyone like they did," said Chris Zeitz, '04, who
is a candidate for FUSA president and attended the protest. 'There should be some
sort of connection with the students and administration, but there wasn't today."
However, there are reactions on both
sides of the issue. "The budget issue is real,"
said Rev. Thomas J. Regan S.J., professor
of philosophy. "These times call for tough
decisions."
Regan added his views on the protest.
"We are a university community... if students don't feel as though they have a right
to express themselves in public fashion, then
something is very wrong," Regan said. "I
always welcome the free expression of
ideas."
Those closer to the decision had their
own views as well. "This has exposed a lot
about what Fairfield is about," said Lyon

Porter, '05, who is on the hockey team.
"Fairfield is about money. It goes against
the whole idea of what a Jesuit institution is
supposed to be about. They swept the carpet right from under us."
In his announcement of the decision,
Fr. Kelley said that the elimination of both
programs wouldresult in significant annual
savings of approximately $570,000, which
does not include athletic grants-in-aid.
Those funds, he said, would be reallocated
to support the University's student financial
aid program.
"It is a shame for the team," said Porter. "We gave our all for this school and all
we got in return was a knife in the back."
"I think that it sucks that the decision
came so abrupt," said Matt McLaughlin,
'05, while bearing the bitter cold. "It's almost like we didn't even get a chance to go
to the games... I guess we had an opportunity, but now we definitely don't."
A petition began to float around the
group of students about 20 minutes into the
demonstration. "We want to get as many
signatures as we can of people who believe
this is the wrong decision," said Fater. "We
want to hang the names on Father Kelley's
door—we just want him to know how much
we love Fairfield."

The response of the protest was constant throughout the eyes of students, faculty and administrators.
"I wish I could have been there to show
my support because I think it was a great
idea," said Chloe Tonini, '04. "If I had
known about it, I would have definitely
made an appearance. I don't approve of the
situation at all."
"Yes, the reaction was anticipated," said
Athletic Director Eugene Doris. "Any group
that has been affected in the way they have
would have had a similar reaction."
"I think it is a good thing when students
are passionate about something and show
that passion in their words and actions," said
Mark Reed, Dean of Students. "As a university, this is exactly what a main part of
our mission is—free expression and debate
of ideas which try in the best way possible
not to limit viewpoints or discussion."
In a Mirror poll, 245 students were
asked how they felt about the disbandment
of the football and hockey teams. 152 were
against it, 54 were for it, and 39 had no opinion.
The same students were asked if they
agreed that football and hockey were not
priority sports. Almost half, 110, disagreed,
82 agreed with that statement, and 53 were
indifferent.
But not everyone is indifferent.
"We are just sick of the university acting in the fashion that they did again today,"
Fater said. "I've never even seen Father
Kelley and here he is making all these deci-

Keith Whamond/The Mirror

The faithful gather: Over 80 people
attended a demonstration last Thursday
over the cancellation of the football and
hockey programs.
sions for us. Maybe if he was around more,
we could actually discuss these things before they happen."
Staff writer Jessica Holmberg contributed to this story.
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Hate messages found in library bathroom
BY PATRICIA MCGAHAN

Several racial comments were found
written in the men's bathroom in the lower
level of the Library this past Sunday, Feb.
2.
At around 7:30 p.m., the security office was notified by Parti Blatt, a library staff
member, that a student had reported the racial graffiti.
According to Todd Pelazza, director of
Security, five statements in total were written in the library. Pelazza said that Fairfield
University "frowns on it [hate messages]"
and "does not condone it."
Many students are upset by these acts
of hate.
"I'm not really shocked because things
like this happen all the time," said Jaclyn
Drake, '06. "It's upsetting, but just not
shocking. People here, in college, should be
acting a lot more mature and tolerating than
that."
Vincent Forestiere, '03, agreed.
"I don't think it reflects the opinion of
the majority of our school," said Forestiere,
"but I think it's a shame."
According to Pelazza, this type of action does not happen on a regular basis and
Pelazza could not recall another incident this
year, although Library staff members do
remember one similar hate message incident
happening about three years ago in the
restroom of the old library building. In the
past, hate messages and offensive comments

rious places
nlaces includ
inclndhave been written in various
ing residence halls, academic buildings, as
well as in the library.
Fairfield University's student handbook
clearly explains the university's position on
hate crimes and racial remarks on page 37
and states that "any individual who violates
this policy [acts of intolerance, racism, or
harassment] will be subject to appropriate
action, including but no limited to counseling, suspension, expulsion, termination from
the campus, or civil or criminal action. Acts
of intolerance are defined as any offensive
verbal, written, or physical conduct directed
at a person or group based upon race, color,
national and/or ethnic origin, gender, sexual
orientation, disability, religion, veteran's
status, age or association with persons different from oneself where such behavior is
intimidating, hostile, demeaning or could or
does result in emotional or physical harm,
embarrassment or fear of one's personal
safety."
With February being Black History
month, the university is offering a series of
Back History films on Wednesday nights all
throughout the month as well as an exhibit
of Civil Rights era photography as a celebration of African-American art in the
Walsh Art Gallery, lectures regarding the life
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., a lecture on
African-American Art by Dr. Mile, and a
new course in African-American art called
"The Black Experience: African-American
Art and Criticism in the Twentieth Century.

Stall graffiti: Students upset over racial comments written on
a bathroom stall in the library.

Chris Donato/The Mirror
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Speaker clarifies Israeli-Palestinian conflict
BY CHRISTOPHER DONATO

As tension continues to grow
between the United States and
Iraq, the diplomatic talks towards
peace between Israel and Palestine
administrated by the U.S. have almost come to a complete standstill.
Ronald Young, executive director of the U.S. Interreligious
Committee for Peace in the Middle
East (USICPME), recently visited
Fairfield University to share his
views on the passive role taken by
the United States in the last couple
of years towards peace between
Israel and Palestine.
Young, who lived in Amman,
Jordan for a number of years,
knows firsthand the suffering and
death that plagues the Palestinian
and Israeli people daily.
"More than 2,500 Palestinians
and Israelis, including hundreds of
children, have been killed in the
last two years," explained Young.
"Relative to population, this would
be equivalent to 60,000 Americans
killed—more than in the Vietnam
War."
Young believed that if the
United States had worked toward
peace more aggressively in past
years, then it may be within reach
today.
In 2000, President Clinton
held a summit at Camp David to
discuss plans to move towards a
cease fire agreement between Israel and Palestine.
Although the summit was not
successful, many believed that
both sides had taken steps in the
right direction.
Clinton announced that the
summit was a failure and negatively portrayed the peace process
in general.
Young predicted that if
Clinton shared a more positive
view with the world, like Israeli
Officials had advised him, then
later talks may have been scheduled.
He does not believe, however,
that Clinton did nothing to help the
situation.
The USICPME states that,
"from 1997 to September 2000, as
a result of U.S. supported IsraeliPalestinian security cooperation,
the number of persons killed was
dramatically reduced."
On the other hand, George W.
Bush has remained opposed to an
aggressive program towards peace
in the Holy Land.
Secretary of State Colin
Powell has been a more aggressive
advocate of peace, using many
opportunities to tactfully put the
spotlight on the conflict. But even
this has not been enough to stop
the violence.
Today there is still a great
amount of violence between Israel
and Palestine and no peace seems

to be in sight.
However, according to the
USICPME, "By giving priority to
pursuing peace...the Bush Administration could count on support
from the majorities of Americans,
Israelis, and Palestinians [and
achieve peace]."
Until then, Young and many
like him will continue to share their
message with people all over the
world in hope of bringing peace
quickly to the people of both Iraq
and Palestine.
googu
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Playwrights amongst us
Fairfield students proudly show off their talent in "New Works Festival
BY CHRISTIAN VILLODAS

Student actors set the stage
ablaze, bringing to life the works
of four fledgling playwrights this
past weekend as part of Theatre
Fairfield's "New Works Festival".
"The talent level here is far
above the norm for undergraduate
writers and they have feel and a
ear for dialogue and theatre," said
Kent Brown. "There's a real geniuses in the voice of the writer,
there's a real compassion for their
characters..."
After 10 rehearsals and weeks
of preparation, the four one-act
plays transformed the stage of the
PepsiCo theatre into a world of
senile grandparents, conflicted
musicians, embittered widows,
and struggling pumpkin farmers.
In previous years, the student
written plays were fully produced,
directed by students, designed by
students and acted by students.
And while not fully produced, the
four selected playwrights were still
pleased to see their creations come
to life and be able to gauge the reactions of the audience.
"The audience is definitely
key. Just looking at their facial

expressions and reactions, absorb- watch Fairfield University's
In his dramatic work, "The
ing what they got out of it, what emerging theatrical talent.
Audition," playwright John Paul
flows and what doesn't," said Tina
Said Dede Tabak, '05, "I was Desena, '03, describes the OediMinerva, '05.
impressed by the caliber of writ- pal love-hate relationship between
In her play, "Surrender," ing style coming from people that a conflicted young pianist
Minerva told the
story of an embittered old woman,
Marjie (Kristen
Wilkens) and her
disjointed relationships with her
daughter (Rachel
Pederson) and sonin-law (Wes Wilson), following the
death of her husband.
"I think that instead of just doing
plays from well
known people, it's
good to give plays
from
unknown
people a chance too,
Amy Womack/The Mirror
so that it can get
Theatre Fairfield triumphs: Bottom, left to right - Colleen McShea '05, Wes Wilson
them started," said
'06, Courtney Connolly '05. Top, left to right- Mike Tellerico '05, Rachel Pederson
Katie Molveni, '05.
'05, Kristen Wilkens '05, Sean Harrell '04, and Jill Amato '05.
In it's first attempt at a staged-reading, the fes- I know and students that attend ^Michael Tellerico), and his contival brought in two sold-out Fairfield. I thought the work that trolling mother, (Colleen McShea).
"I didn't start as a writer, writshows on Friday and Saturday the actors had done in such a short
night, attracting students and amount of time was pretty impres- ing was just something I found out
I could do, " stated DeSana.
theatergoers young and old, to sive."
■

»

In Bob McGee's, "A Cow in
the Muck," a mentally challenged
father (Wilson) and his two sons,
clash over the fate of a cow, which
lies drowning to death in the
"muck" of their farm's pond. The
play originally evolved from a
poem he wrote based on his experiences growing up on a farm in
the northeast, said McGee, '04.
In "37 Gallons of Milk," Cait
Davis, '05, depicts the survival of
a teenage girl, Kai, on vacation
with her grandparents in the
Adirondacks. Struggling to over-^
come the absence of television an
malls, Kai (Kristen Wilkens), must
also come to grips with a grandmother who lives in the constant
fear that she will run ouyof milk.
"It's really bizarre w see them
as my grandparents on the waiter
or the neighbor. It's really kind of
disturbing but so cool at the same
time because it's my work and
their doing it," said Davis.
Unlike past festivals, the plays
this year were selected by Brown
himself, who also guided the players and playwrights, offering advice.
/
"We wanted one acts," said
Brown, "because we wanted to represent as many writers/as possible."
/

Getting a second chance on (college) life
"Old School"proves to be suprisingly smart
BY SEAN HAYES

"Old School" is not our
generation's "Animal House."
That being said, the movie is pretty
damn funny.
While most press has been
describing the film as "low-brow,"
the film succeeds mainly by ditching the gross out humor that has
become so overplayed at American Multiplexes.
There are some gross jokes,
but they do not seem to be the cen-

terpiece of the film's comedy. The
true laughs are saved for the amazingly nuanced work of Luke Wilson, Vince Vaughn, and Will
Ferrell.
The plot obviously is pretty
weak, but that isn't the point, now
is it? Wilson plays a jilted real estate lawyer who must find a new
place to live after stumbling in on
his girlfriend, a porno, and two
blindfolded strangers.
Moving
close to a university, Wilson's best
friend Vaughn gets the idea to start

A trio of funny dudes: Vince Vaughn, Luke Wilson, and Will Ferrell

a fraternity, and the high jinks follow.
But, of course, with a movie
like this, you're not paying $8.50
to see a good story, you're paying
for some serious laughs, and "Old
School" delivers them in spades.
Surprisingly, out of the three male
leads, Ferrell has the funniest
scenes, yet also seems to have the
least amount of screen time in the
film.
Yet, this seems to be mainly,
an ensemble picture, and that is
one of the main reasons
why
"Old
School" is so much
fun. For a movie with
a pretty thrifty running
time by today's standards (1 hour and 40
minutes), the screen is
packed with young
stars who could very
well be making some
funny stuff in the coming years. We all know
Ferrell is a comic gegoogie.com nius, but who knew

Vince Vaughn could be so icily hilarious? Not those of
us who think "Swingers"
sucks, at least. Furthermore,
Wilson ditches his stereotypical naivete halfway
through the film, and actually approaches something
resembling a fully realized
comical character.
If the skills of the three
leads aren't enough for you,
the film also boast a supporting cast of "PCU's" Jeremy
Piven, "24's" Elisha
Cuthbert, and yes, Snoop
Dogg.
Director Todd Phillips
has created a far superior
film to his first, horrible outing, "Road Trip."
While "Old School" isn't an
immediate comic classic, it will be
worth seeing a few times. The
problem with the movie however,
is that since so many of the great
jokes are "safe for TV" you will
probably be seeing them in television commercials starting tomor-

CK FACTS

Grade: 8
Movie: Old School
Starring:
Luke Wilson,
Vince Vaughn,
Will Ferrell
Director:
Todd Phillips

row, when the film is set for wide
release.
See it before the surprise is ruined. This is definitely one comedy, perhaps the first since
"Goldmember" came out last summer, that is worth the price of admission.
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AS RABID SIMPSONS FANS WflO CAN NAAA£
£V£R^ £PISOD£, (£>UOT£ £V£Rif SC£N£
AND LAU6fJ £V£R^TIAA£ LIK£ TH£,
FIRST TIAA£ W£ SAW IT, W£
AT Tfl£ MIRROR flAV£
PUT T06£Tfl£R Tfl£ MOST
COAAPR£W£NSIV£ AND
D£FINJTIV£ LIST ON Tfl£
6R£AT£ST S£RI£S TO
£V£R fllT T£L£ VISION.
W£ flOP£ ifOU £NJOif
OUR F££LIN6S ON Tfl£
B£ST, £PISOD£S, £V£R!
- Compiled by Keith Whamond, Josh O'Connell,
Jake Pierson, Michael A. Bond, and Sean Hayes

SURMS BABif BURNS
The freedom of animation has always allowed The Simpsons to use guest stars in ways
never thought possible, but the crowning
achievement came when they decided not to
place one famous person in any outlandish
situation (Mel Gibson wasting Congress, anyone?). Rodney Dangerfield's turn as Mr.
Burns' son allows for some of the greatest
lines in show history ("Honestly, Smithers, I
don't know why Harvard even showed up,
they barely even won!") but also allows for
the show to climax to Journey's "Any Way
You Want It," perhaps the most comically irreverent, yet one of the most hilarious
Simpsons moments of all time. Oh yeah, and
once I saw a blimp!

TR££flOUS£ OF
HORROR IV
It is without a doubt, the single most hilarious line of the Simpsons ever. EVER. And
amazingly, it takes a moment to sink in before you start peeing your pants. Homer, on
trial for his soul after selling it to the devilish
Ned Flanders for a donut, enlists the help of
Lionel Hutz to plead his case before a jury of
the damned. After watching Matlock
the night before in a bar with the
A in W sound off (but he got the
U \ 1» n^
gist of it), Hutz apfcjl a| fl 1111 I proaches the jury
\(J \j ' j§f n and starts to rip
v N / II
■ Ml apart the contract
A K H
W SB Homer signed with
f/ / W 1
\» Y the devil. Hutz:
\| I
mJk "But I ask you, what
is
a
contract?
Webster's dictionary
defines it as an agreement under the law which
is unbreakable, which is
UNBREAKABLE...excuse
me, I must use the rest room."
The single funniest scene in
Simpsons history, you ask?
Hands down. In television
history? Yup.

flOAA£R PHOBIA
The show has always shown its prominence as a cultural landmark when raking on satire, and nowhere else is
this more apparent than in the episode where Homer unknowingly befriends a gay man (John Waters). Not only
is Homer's obliviousness hilarious (Marge: He enjoys
the company of men! Homer: Who doesn't?!"), but his
ignorance is downright hysterical. When Marge returns
from day out with Waters, Homer awaits at the door
screaming, "He didn't give you GAY did he?" Hilarious.
And don't even start us on the "gay steel mill" scene. Yeah,
a gay steel mill, you read that right. Hot stuff coming
through!

BROTfl£R FROM Tfl£
SAAA£ PLAM£T
This show deserves a place on this honorarium, mainly because it was the first mainstream media outlet to declare that Saturday
Night Live is NOT funny...at all! Krusty hosts
the NBC crapfest early on in the episode
("And now another episode of The Big Ear
Family!"), and a commercial prompts Bart to
enlist the help of a big brother. What follows
is genius, mainly the part where Bart tells his
mentor how Homer bet his
whole life savings on one
hand of Blackjack ("17-hit
me. 18-hit me. 19-hit me.
20-hit me. 21-hit me.
D'oh!").

T-H£
SPRI(M6FI£LD
FIL£S
Crossover episodes
suck. Yet, The Simpsons
has two to
its credit (the Critic crossover is very funny
as well), and this episode, when Mulder and
Scully come to visit, should be viewed as the
gold standard of the industry. It has Alf. It
has Moe smuggling Shamu...yeah, the whale.
It has Chewbacca singing. And if that wasn't
enough, it has this exchange: -Marge: "Have
you been drinking?" -Homer: "No!!! Well,
14 beers..."
\

WOAA£R BADAAAM
The Simpsons has always been known for
having some of the most off the wall opening
sequences (what happens before we get to the
plot), yet the candy convention opening here
may be the series best. What follows is a
sexual harassment suit against Homer, an oxygen tent that gives sexual powers (a half-truth,

apparendy), Homer roasting in his own juices
in an oven, and the best Hard Copy riff ever,
and if you can understand the following, count
yourself as a true fan: -Homer: "Well, some:
one had to take the babysitter home, and I noticed she was sitting on her SWEET CAN, so
I grabbed her SWEET CAN...Oh, just thinking about HER CAN, I just wish I had sweetsweeet-sweeeeeeeeet can."

BART VS LISA VS
3RD 6RAD£
In one of the classic moments
of the series, the Simpsons children, while on a field trip, start hitting each other as they see VW
Beetles on the road. With the
other kids on the bus ready to join
in, they drive by a Volkswagen
dealership. Hilarity ensues.
Classic moment: Bart's knowledge of Canadian government
through anagrams actually
makes making fun of Canada funny.

B£HIMD Tfl£
LAU6fiT£R
Marge learns a lesson
in merchandising. "When
people reach for their diaphragm, they don't want to
see my picture." If that hilarious moment wasn't
enough, it also not only has
Homer buying M.C.
Hammer's former house,
but piercing not one, but
two of his nipples, and
wearing a giant block of
gold around his neck,
emblazzened
with I
"Homertime".

ENTERTAN... D'OH!

www.fairfieldmirror.com

Tf^fc COAAPUT£R
WOR£ AA£NAC£
SflO£S
Homer becomes the internet page six columnist and spreads gossip, first real and then
fake. While the show's ending goes off into a
horrible tangent on Homer accidentally making up a real secret, the first 80
percent is pure hilarity as
Homer actually wins a
Pulitzer. Classic moment:
when surfing over to the
police's Web page,
when you click no on
whether you want to
confess to a crime,
Chief Wiggum announces the police is on
the way since he didn't
confess, but did actually
commit some crime.

SID£SflOW
SOS
R0S£RTS
BEST.
TITLE.
EVER. The Simpsons
has always taken on politics with some of the sharpest
satire around, and nowhere else was this more
apparent than in this episode where Sideshow
Bob runs for Mayor. The fact that the Republican Headquarters has a vampire in it is funny
as hell, but the true capper on the episode is
Birch Barlow, Springfield's right-wing radio
king. On his desk: An autographed picture
from Joe Camel saying, "Dear Birch, stay
smooth! Classic.

FLAAAIN6/M0fc's
The episode has two classic moments:
The first is Professor Fink analyzing the titular cocktail and declaring that, "The secret
ingredient is...LOVE!? Who's been messing
with this thing?" The second great moment
comes shortly after, when Bart pranks the
newly hip and trendy Moe's and actually gets
someone to answer to the name Hugh Jass.

CAP£ F£AR£
Sideshow Bob's numerous appearances
on the show approach a recurring character
brilliance never before seen, and here is his
best episode. The climactic singing of the
entire score to the H.M.S. Pinafore is the stuff
of comedic legend, but it also has Moe
smuggling pandas in the back
of his bar.

o

n iiimm

SART OF DARKN£SS
In a classic nod to Hitchcock's
"Rear Window", even Jimmy Stewart would
appreciate the laughs
when Bart is left
spending all
summer held up
in his room with
a broken leg. Wait,
actually, I doubt
Jimmy Stewart
would see the
humor. Anyway, this
episode has so
many classic
lines
that I
can almost recite the
entire episode completely.
When Bart's cabin fever
goes into overdrive, he
^ becomes positive that
he's witnessed Ned
Flanders commit murder
through a telescope in his
room ("He's going to kill
Rod and Todd too! That's
horrible, in principle.")
Dialing the police
proves futile as he
realizes that the Springfield Police
departments emergency phone line has
become completely automated. "... You
have selected... Regicide. If you know the
name of the king or queen being murdered,
press one."

flOAA£R Tfl£ 6R£AT
"Why don't those stupid idiots let me in
their crappy club for jerks?" Why indeed...
After all, if it really is The Stonecutters who
control the country (and who makes Steve
Guttenberg a star) then why wouldn't they
want to let Homer in? This episode brings
about so many revelations about different
characters in the show, like the fact that
Grandpa is a card-carrying member of both
the communist party and the president of
the Gay and Lesbian Alliance or that the
Egg Council guy is also a Stonecutter. At
least now we know who rigs ever Oscar
night.
/

SART S£LLS fllS SOUL
Classic classic classic. Uncle^Moe's Family Feedbag perfectly jabs-atthe Applebee's/
Chilli's/TGIFriday's that are destroying this
country one by one. I mean, an alligator, with
sunglasses, indoors? Heh, whatever. One
of the funniest moments is when Todd
overhears Moe during one of his tirades ("Ow, my freaking ears!").
The other plot of the episode,
where Bart sells his soul to
Millhouse for some quick cash...
or just some of those Styrofoam
dinosaurs that grow when you
get them wet. Millhouse
clearly got the better end of
that deal, because he traded
in Bart's soul for some Alf
pogs over at the Android's
Dungeon.

AAAifOR£D TO Tfl£
AAOS
Homer becomes a bodyguard for Mayor
Quimby and finds out that the Mayor is allowing Fat Tony to provide milk to the school
system. The only problem is that the milk is
from rats. Homer blows the whistle and absolute hilarity explodes when Fat Tony tries
to whack the Mayor for allowing him to be
arrested. It also guest stars Mark Hamill
as another of Homer's wards.

SART VS
AUSTRALIA
Great episode. Bart makes a collect call to Australia and refuses to
pay the charges. The entire country
is against him so the United States
sends him down to apologize. As
with all the Simpsons vacation episodes, they make jokes at the expense of the country they are visiting as well as shots at the US, especially funny are the Australian
people and the scene with Fosters.

flOAA£R AMD APU
The epic showdown: Homer versus Apu.
Homer gets food poisoning because of spoiled
food at the Kwik-E Mart. With a hidden camera, Homer catches Apu reusing a spoiled hot
dog. Apu loses his job and becomes the
Simpsons servant to atone. James Woods replaces Apu as the Kwik-E Mart clerk. After a
trip to India to regain his job, Apu rescues
Woods and gets his job back.

Tfi£ CARTRID6£
FAMILY
"Homer gets a Gun" is an amazing
episode. Homer buys a gun and joins
the NRA after a riot explodes in Spring
field. Marge wants him to get rid of
the gun but Homer is in love with his
gun. He cites his 2nd
Amendment Rights and
won't give it up. Marge
leaves him and Homer
learns the hard way
what a gun can cause
in your family.
Homer is priceless
when he claims
that he has a gun
to keep the King of
England out of his
house.

AW6£ V£RSUS Tfl£
/MONORAIL
Ok, so why is this issue so great. Simple?
It has a monorail. Where else are there monorails? Disney world. Great too. They also have
one in Seattle. Can't argue with the city that
gave us Starbuck's. Seattle also made being
a slacker and dressing like a slob fashionable,
for at least a few years.
The issue also had a radioactive squirrel.
I have one of those and they are pretty amazing. It's about time they got the attention they
rightly deserve. Written by Conan O'Brien
(yeah, the tv host), this episode kicks off the
creative high point for the series, ending with
"Last Exit To Springfield."
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$PRIN6FI£LD (OR,
fiOW I L£AR(M£D TO
STOP W0RRifIN6 AMD
L0V£ L£6ALIZ£D
6AAASLIN6)

This episode has Mr. Burns acting like
Howard Hughes, what more could you want?
It has Bart opening his own casino in his
treehouse. And most importantly, it has
Homer not only
fishing
Henry
Kissinger's glasses
out of a toilet, but
putting them on and
saying the following:
Homer:
"The
squares of two sides
of an isocoles triangle
are equal to square of
the third side!" Guy in
Bathroom: "That's a
right trianlge you moron!" Brilliance, defined.

LAST £XIT TO
SPRIN6FI£LD
"Lisa needs braces. DENTAL PLAN.
Lisa needs braces. DENTAL PLAN. Lisa
needs braces. DENTAL PLAN." This folks,
is the stuff great series are made of. As Burns
struggles with union leader Homer, the series
reaches its comedic apex. This episode should
stand as the series high point. It is the sixth in
a series of great ones, begining with "Marge
Vs. The Monorail," that proved to the world
that this show just wasn't about Homer's child
abuse, Bart's skateboard, or crappy catch
phrases.

ITCfi^ AND
SCRATCH
LAND
"When ya get to
hell, tell em Itchy sent
ya!" Some more
great character developments in this
one... including
even a glimpse in
to the somewhat
shady past of the
creator of Itchy and
Scratchy, Roger Meyers Sr.
While having some skeletons in your
closet is one thing, I'm sure everyone in the
Meyers family would like to forget the fiasco
that was "Nazi Supermen are our Superiors.'
This was the episode that made sure no theme
park would ever run out of "Bort" licence
plates. And God bless them for that.
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HATE EVERYTHING!
SEAN HAYES

Class of 2003:
what will our
namesake be?
"Haven't you always wanted
something named after you?" .
Now that you mention it, kind
letter I received in my campus
mailbox, I have. Let me read on
and discover how I could go about
this. Oh, there's the catch, it will
be named after our whole class.
A couple of days ago I received a nice note given out to' all
members of the class of 2003, informing them that if we pledge to
raise $25,000, we will get something on campus named after us,
"in our honor."
Wow, I mean, something will
"honor" us? What an amazing university we attend! Maybe it'll be
something really neat, like "The
Class of 2003 Fairfield Cineplex"
or "The Class of 2003 Spring Concert That Doesn't Suck."
But, see, this is Fairfield University, and there's always a catch.
For the seniors, the catch is that
we have three options to vote on
which will "honor" our class. Allow me to elaborate on them.
1. The Class of 2003 Info
Desk: Ok, not a bad choice, it is
in a pretty high traffic area, but seriously, it costs $25,000 to name
this thing? Here's a better idea:
how about we raise some money
so it stays open later and we don't
have to return those neat laptops
as soon as the sun goes down?
2. The Class of 2003
Director's Office: No offense to
anyone who works in the student
activities office, but why on earth
would we want to name something
that most of the students on campus will never see?
3. The Class of 2003 Inter-Library Loan Terminal: I actually
know what this is! That being said,
are they kidding?
Horrendously bad choices
aside, parents are plunking down
close to $ 120,000 for four years of
Fairfield, and we can't even get a
plaque without another 25K?
Why not even do it on the sly?
There are some 800 kids in our
class, why not just take 100 bucks
out of everyone's tuition? My
math is kind of shaky, but that
comes out to around 80 grand...we
could get three plaques!
My point is that this is all kind
of silly. $25,000 will buy a lot of
footballs and hockey pucks, if you
catch my drift.

A celebration of heritage
Fairfield University commemorates Black History Month
BY HEATHER MANNING

Reggae legend Bob Marely
once sang, "Emancipate yourself
from mental slavery/ None but ourselves can free our minds." His
words always ring true, but never
more so than now, as February is
Black History Month.
Dr. Carter Godwin Woodsonr
started Black History Month i(n
1926 with the goal of ending trie
general public's ignorance and distorted image of African American
history.
The month of February was
chosen because it holds the birthdays of many great African American revolutionaries and institutions, including Frederick
Douglass, W.E.B. DuBois,
Langston Hughes, Eubie Blake,
NAACP, and the first Pan African
Congress.
Prior to 1926, there were not
only prejudices in society, but also
in teaching the history of African
Americans, and thus Black History
Month was created.
Although enormous strides
have been made since then, our
society will never be fully free of
prejudice. Therefore, the goal of
Black History Month- to educate,
recognize, and celebrate the deep
history of African Americans, is
still very current today.
There are many events taking
place on campus to commemorate
Black History month, and not just
in February, but the whole semester long. In January, there was a
three day celebration of the life and
works of Martin Luther King, Jr.
with the theme "Reinventing the
Dream: Creating a New Diversity
Through Knowledge and Power."
Activities included the January 22nd Martin Luther King, Jr.
Human Relations Convocation

speaker of black historian and political interpreter Dr. Manning
Marable.
\j
Marable spoke at the Regina

\
dinner in the cl ifeteria for students.
The beginning of this month
brought contemporary artist Benny
Andrews, who lectured on Febru-

Christopher Donato/The Mirror

World slavery: Dr. Samuel Cotton addresses students during his
lecture on Tuesday night.

A. Quick Center, which also currently houses an exhibit of Civil
Rights era photography, by James
Hinton in its Walsh Art Gallery.
The Martin Luther King, Jr. Vision
Awards were also presented during this celebration, a Martin
Luther King, Jr. Youth Leadership
Workshop for area middle school
students was put on, and Sodexho
prepared a "culturally diverse"

ary 4th on how Martin Luther
King's life affects lives and his artwork.
Also in the art world, a new
course, "The Black Experience:
African-American Art and Criticism in the Twentieth Century, is
being taught this semester by Dr.
Diana Mille. Mille also lectured
on African American Art in the
20th century on February 5th.

On Tuesday, February 11th,
Samuel Cotton, Ph.D., a professor
of U.S. Social Welfare Policy at the
Columbia University School of
Social Work and executive director of the Coalition Against Slavery in Mauritania and Sudan, presented a lecture entitled 'The Modern Day Slave Trade and Its Impact on The World."
The lecture was an eye opener
to the many people who believed
that slavery was over, while it still
continues to thrive in some parts
of Africa.
Umoja, the African American
and Caribbean section of AHANA
(African, Hispanic, Asian and Native American) is planning a
"Black Expose'" for February 20th
in the lower level of the campus
center. This will be a marketplace
with potential vendors including a
hairstylist doing braids, people
selling "soul food," local merchant
"Ashanti," amongst many other
things.
They are also trying to show
a movie, and have the radio station play hip-hop and reggae music for their celebration. The Expose would be set up in the
evening, so that many students
could experience it.
Students on campus are recognizing Black History month.
"Black history month is a very
under-appreciated experience,"
said Adam Cataldo, '05. "It is the
opportunity for everyone, not just
African Americans, to learn of this
great struggle that is still taking
place to attain equality for all
people."
Black History Month is a very
important time, and its message is
one that should be remembered
and contemplated not just in the
month of February, but throughout
the whole year.

Bowling: come on, everyone's doing it
Thursday night bowling is back and better than ever
BY LAUREN MAHONEY

Ahhhhh, Thursday nights.
They signify the end of a long
week of classes, work, and hours
spent at the library. For many,
Thursdays mean beginning of a
long weekend ahead—full of excitement, rowdiness, spontaneity,
and of course, good old fun.
But do you think your Thursday nights are falling far short from

this? Are they lacking this appeal
because you find yourself doing
the same thing with the same
people at the same party or bar?
One word for this sort of mundane
routine comes to mind: boring.
It's now time to get out of this
rut and do something different with
your life. Get away from all that
seems mundane and boring, gather
your friends and try what many
here at this school are now con-

sidering the hottest thing to do on
Thursdays...bowling.
FUSA'S Weekend Programming Board provides and funds
alternatives, including Thursday
Night Bowling, for Fairfield University students usually for each
day/night of the weekend (Thursday-Sunday). Thursday Night
Bowling is sponsored once a
month, beginning at 9:30 p.m. and
lasting until midnight.

"Our purpose is to give the
students something different to do
and enjoy other than the typical
party scene," said Jeff Holland,
director of weekend programming.
"The events that we coordinate are
both unique and fun alternatives."
The Weekend Programming Board
sponsors events such as trips to
Broadway musicals and shopping
SEE "ULTIMATE ON P.
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Fitness fanatics
University exercise classes beneficial to mind and body
BY LYNN RAIMONDO

With Spring Break right around the
corner, the Rec Plex is following the usual
trend of being insanely overcrowded. Some
students, however, have the
guarantee of getting a full
workout whenever they step
through the doors.
Their secret? They became members of fitness
classes.
This semester, the Department of Recreation offers eighteen classes, eight
of which are new. Paul
Cantrell, assistant director of
recreation, explained that the
department "tries to alternate the lineup every year to
offer new and fresh classes."
He also noted that keeping
the most popular classes is a
necessity.
In total, there are approximately 415 spots, but
Cantrell said that some students decide to sign up for
more than one class, making
the sum number of students
involved in the fitness
classes slightly lower than
that. Nine instructors teach
Steppin' up:
these 18 classes.
"All instructors have
whole certifications and are professionals
in the fitness industry," said Cantrell. "We

do not employ any students [as instructors],
and try to find the best of what's out there."
Victoria Barbella, instructor of 20/20/
20, Cardio Kickboxing, Cardio Funk, and
Just Buns, aims to improve her students'

efits, toning, flexibility, and overall good
mental health," said Barbella. "I try to make
it an energetic and uplifting experience."
Gina Dell'Aquila, '03, believes that
Barbella's goals are achieved in the classes

and ABT Boot Camp to get me in shape for
Spring Break," said Dell'Aquila.
"I take [these classes] to motivate myself to go to the gym," said Lauren Bennett,
'03, a student in 20/20/20 and Just Buns.
"It's easier for me to know I have
to be there at a certain time, and
it works my whole body instead
of using a machine that might
just work my legs, for example."
Fitness classes are economical, and are offered at a significantly cheaper rate for students
than for non-students. Cantrell
explained that the Department of
Recreation loses money because
it strives to make classes available to everyone, but still must
pay the instructors rates they deserve with their credentials.
"We provide classes for activity and fitness for the campus
community. We operate at a loss
financially [and] try to keep the
classes as cheap as possible—especially for students, and also for
the campus community," he said.
"It's cheaper than everywhere else and it's closer," said
Sarah Powers, '04, a student in
the Step Aerobics class. "If you
can get a good class, it's worth
it. $35 for going twice a week is
Amy Womack/The Mirror
The students of 20/20/20 get into their workout.
[a] really good [deal]."
Plus, it sure beats waiting
hours for the next elliptical machine during
health while keeping her classes exciting.
she attends.
"I take yoga because it relieves stress these next few weeks before Spring Break.
"All classes are for cardiovascular ben-

The ultimate night out at Nutmeg Lanes
For the past two years, predominantly freshmen have come
to this event. Yet, this year proves
to be different. In fact, more and
more students from all classes are
taking up the sport. Recently,
there have been more upperclassman, especially seniors, than expected.
"The amount of people that
are now coming is remarkable,"
said Holland. "On January 16th,
we had nearly 200 students bowling. It is now, by far, the biggest
and most popular event we are
funding."
"It's a good time, a good alternative, and it's free," said FUSA
President Karen Donoghue.
FUSA pays for all students
Contributed photo
who
choose to partake in a free
Right up his alley: A Fairfield student enjoys his Thursday night bowling up a storm.
night of bowling at Nutmeg Lanes.
There might seem to be a catch,
come obsessed with bowling.. We have got- but there is none. You show up and you get
CONTINUED FROM P. 12
ten so bored with going to the same parties a free pair of bowling shoes and free bowland spending so much money at the Grape ing until close. You can play as many games
in NYC. Thursday night bowling, however, and bowling is different and, surprisingly, a as you want.
is gaining extreme popularity.
lot of fun," said Caroline Stebbins, '03.
FUSA also provides all students with
Three years ago, FUSA began funding
With inspiring numbers of students par- free transportation. Buses make continuThursday Night Bowling, but it has only taking in this FUSA funded event, Thurs- ous trips throughout the night from Alumni
grown in popularity just this year.
day Night Bowling has become the hottest Hall to Nutmeg Lanes. The first pickup is
"My friends and I have just recently be- craze on campus.
at 9 p.m. in front of Alumni Hall and the

last bus leaves Nutmeg Lanes around midnight.
"You can choose to come and go starting at nine. It's not only a free ride home,
but it's a safe ride home," said Holland.
Safety is a key issue because there is a
bar within the premises of Nutmeg Lanes
that students of age can utilize. With great
deals like $3 bottles of beer and $5 pitchers, Nutmeg Lanes has a lot to offer Fairfield University students.
"How much better can it get? Free
bowling, free transportation, and cheap
beer...not bad for a Thursday night," said
Zach Moore, '03.
Along with the free bowling, Nutmeg
Lanes provide trophies to each male and
female student with the highest score for the
night. Gift certificates provided by FUSA
are also raffled off every Thursday night.
However, to get a free raffle ticket you
must be wearing an "I Love Bowling" Tshirt, which can be purchased for $5 at the
alley from Holland.
With such great numbers, the Weekend Programming Board is presently trying
to make this event occur twice a month, instead of once a month.
"It's a great start to a fun night ahead,
and even just a relaxing night after a long
week of classes," said Rae Nicoletti, '04.
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Didja ever have one of those days?
There are some days when nothing goes right. If we
are lucky, these days are few and far between, and can be
avoided by careful planning...but even the best laid plans
are thwarated.
I recently had such a day, and knew it was going to be
"one of those days" even before getting out of bed. I had
woken up several times during the night due to extreme
cold. My bed is next to the window, but I am typically
comfortable wrapped in my down comforter, complete with
flannel duvet. Morning came, and glancing out the window, I realized it was snowing. A lot.
I came downstairs, hoping to hear classes were cancelled. The 8:00 a.m. ones were, but unfortunately, I still
had to attend my 11:00 a.m. class. I made my oatmeal, and
put too much water in it, making it runny. Runny oatmeal
is gross. I would have made another bowl, all the while
grumbling "Who makes us go to Friday classes when it's
snowing?" but was already behind schedule.
I set out in the blistering cold for the Donnarumma
computer lab. Nary a yellow school bus to be seen between my stepping off my back porch and reaching my destination (I nearly fell twice as well). Upon reaching the
computer lab, I open the paper I needed to print before my
11:00 class. It's not printing. A young woman is also waiting for something to print. After a couple minutes of nothing happening, I walked over to the printer and realized it
was out of paper.
I refilled it, while wondering how long the other person had just been sitting there, waiting. Her document

AROUND THE 'HOUSE
ALISON MARSHALL

printed-all forty-two pages of it. Seriously. I know people
have to print documents, sometimes long documents, but
did it have to be that day? My paper prints, and I realize I
printed two copies, but figure I will staple them both anyway for the heck of it. I staple one, and then Miss FortyTwo Pages becomes Miss Staple-Grabber, taking it out of
my hand while asking, "Can I see that?" brusquely. As I
leave the room, I say "Rude", which I am 87% sure she did
not hear. Go non-confrontational passive-aggressiveness.
I finally reach my class, in which the twelve of us who
showed up handed in our papers and were let out. While
this was a good thing, I couldn't help but feel like getting
out of bed in the first place was somewhat of a waste. I
made my way back to my townhouse, during which I fell
on my tookus. I then decided to make use of the empty
laundry room. When I went back to switch the clothes from
the washers to the dryers twenty-six minutes later, I saw
that one machine read that it had only been on for three
minutes. After fidgeting with the buttons, I got the cycle to
start. The long and short of it is I had to make two extra
trips to the laundry room as a result.
I decided to make pudding. I followed the directions

yet somehow the pudding at the bottom of the pan burned,
causing the unburned pudding to smell like the burnt pudding, thereby making the pudding inedible. Two cups of
milk and a box of chocolate pudding-wasted.
It was then time to go to work. That's right, on a Friday, I had to work at a desk doing next to nothing for almost six hours. It was my choice and it is good money, but
perhaps I would not have to surrender my weekends to work
if a certain book-selling establishment's prices were a little
more college-student friendly. Oh, and on the way to work,
I fell. On my butt. Again.
I realize that these are all miniscule happenings, trivial
annoyances at best, but isn't it the little things that count?
Some days you just don't want to leave the comfort of your
townhouse (or apartment or dorm for that matter).
Who can blame us? It's an annoying world, and you
never know what your day is going to hold, positive or negative. The lesson: never, ever leave the safety of your flannel-duvet-covered comforter when the white stuff is falling if you can possibly help it.
Online exclusives twice a wee
rfield University's paperless
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to Little Boots...to all the hockey and football boys, we wantyou to stay!...to all those
who are about their school and came out
and protested...to the hockey team for still
giving their all for their last ten games...to
drunken cartwheels...to margarita and
beirut parties in Jogues...to mullets...to
whiskey in the jar...to the crazy party at
the baked potato...to the hosts with the
Tostitos and salsa...to swilling booze and
looking for heads...to head and shoulders,
the shampoo, use it, like it, love it...to Fairfield sl*ts, they make the world a happier
place...to Keith being "belllligerent" (the
kid knows how to tell a story)...to birthday
cake fights at a Yale frat party (happy birthday D-love!)...to reasons #1 and #2, right
Erin?...to finding books on your desk and
realizing you stole them from Yale...to
Amelia for treating us all to the BCC, you
are the best...to Wo coming to Acapulco
for spring break...to Elvis, happy birthday
lil guy...to steak and wine on Valentine's
Day...to Virg being off this week finally...to
siblings weekend...to collect calls from the
naut to SC.to chicken casserole...to
Hubby, happy V-day, love your wifey...to
Monday night with Shar and Meals...to the
streak...to late nights at the Baked
Potato...to all the love going around at the
loveboat...to hot RA applicants...to hooking up 66.7% of the time...to putting a bed
in our living room so I don't have to sit up
and watch tv...to drinking black jack...to
the 80s party...to having a good bed buddy
to go to when you're sexiled...to all the
snow...to ninjas and their following...to not
being disappointed...to eating out of red
cups when the dishes pile up...to a
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secret...to 80-year-old men and foreign guys
that bought us shots...to "psychiatrist"...to
Sandy the snowman...to spring break in less
than a month...to happy hour...to getting a
life size cutout of a Sam Adams bottle...to
fights at the Morning Wood...to delivery
service...to Ji and Lynny's ghetto dance in
the Mirror office...to Buddy, enough said...to
8 giddy people in the loft...to old school
Nintendo...to my "Mirror" pants...to not
changing out of your pajamas all day
long...to Zeitz for FUSA president...to
dubbl» bubble, the addiction continues to
America's original flavored bubble gum...to
weekends bookended by half snowdays...to
waffles, come on who doesn't like
waffles...to Lord of the Rings: The Two
Towers, it has to win Best Picture...to that
time that Ronda and I were walking back
from the bar and that wolf jumed out and
scared us both...to having the train conductor hold the train for you because you are
late every day and he knows you by
name...to the FUSA debates and all the
yelling...to playing NES in Stephs' loft to
I've written over 4000 stories...to the cutoff-so damn-sexy-I-touch-myself Jogues tshirt...to the Rustic Overtones...to Ozma...to
Rocktopus...to Oasis...to Laura's
showtunes...to Mr. Perfect Curt Henning,
we'll miss you 'lil guy...Jo pulling off the
big jump on level 8-1 in Mario...to stealing
someone's identity for posting their license
all over campus...to late night Bible study
and Scrabble...to Tetris...to business
cards...to FUSA...to Weezer recording
again...to unwise areas of focus...to finally
having a bed to sleep in...to having the time
to get work done before 2 a.m...

to being such a liar and having such a terrible toupee...to APK, hey, hey, how many
teams did you cut today?...to those who
didn't care that their school was cutting football and hockey, where's your spirit?...to the
fact that we didn't even know what our
president looked like till we saw him on the
news, talk about being out of touch with the
students...to the crappy officials at
Saturday's hockey game...to the school deciding to build a "boulevard" through the
center of our pedestrian campus, oh yeah,
people won't go speeding through there...to
the school not closing because of an open
house...to the greedy b*stards who call
themselves, our administration...to budget
cuts-what is college without football?...to
the school not giving us the chance to raise
funds to keep our teams and just randomly
springing announcements on us...to
freshmen...to cats that shed a ridiculous,
amount of hair...to Home Alone 3...to going to bed at 4 a.m...to people ripping things
off doors...to Friday night, not one of our
shining moments at Fairfield...to roommates
who think they're porn stars...to "your alarm
is going off'...to Joe Millionaire sucking this
week...to blood in the snow...to bad bags...to
Leroy chewing through the tap...to your
roommates waking you up to tell you there
are no classes, but then you find out that
classes weren't canceled...to Leanne's unending sickness...to having absolutely no
money...to unidentifiable drunken cuts and
bruises...to the cute guy being not so cute
after the lights went on...to having to wash
your sheets after someone else's sex...to tequila inducing extreme aggression with
guys...to getting in accidents with

snowpiles...to kitty getting wizzed on...to
not having a housekeeper to clean our
pigsty...to people I hate...to the one-year
anniversary of the unibomber, have a.nice
time in the looney bin, psycho...to
photoshop...to that other time with
Ronda...to getting prank calls at three
o'clock in the morning every morning
from some guy who says he has a pizza
for me but I see no pizza...to Mario 3 not
working, I was really bummed...to putting
on your jacket in an interview situation...to
missing out on the parties that go on without your knowing...to no internet - life
without AIM sucks...to waking up between
two Thai prostitutes in a Calcutta
flophouse...to Kid Rock...to rotten milk...to
bad TV...to wearing an Egyptian cotton
gold muscle shirt with a guido chain in an
interview setting... to "he was a little short.
that always held him back"...to Keith not
being able to complete a phone call without laughing hilariously...to the
Hapsburgs...to hegemony...to the
Blitzkrieg...to the slow coalescence of the
European Union to challenge American
unilateralism...to France. Germany .and
Russia for playa-halin...to John
Ashcroft...to the Maginot line...to the guy
who planned the Maginot line, who was
named Andre Maginot. we think...to not
realizing something wasn't done until 4
a.m....to RUC collusion...to Biggie, you
give dirt, you get dirt...to the ending of
Thugz Mansion acoustic, it's so sad...to "he
was a little short, that always held him
back"...to Keith's pompadour...to Don
Hewitt, who cut the guts out of what he
said...to Mike. Lowell's alone on this one...
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One year later,
are we any safer?
A year after helicopters swirled in the air over the quad
and CNN interrupted its national coverage to show the
world a hostage situation on our campus, not much has
changed in the way of security. Academic buildings are
wide open nearly all of the time. Gates may close but pedestrians easily can enter by simply walking around the
gates. Any driver can gain access to the campus up until
eleven at night. After the gates tighten access is limited
only by flashing a red card—presumably a Fairfield ID.
After some troubling thefts the best solution the University had was to install more cameras.
The fact is, Fairfield is just as vulnerable today as it
was when Patrick Arbelo a year ago caused the entire campus to hold its breath. Cameras alone are not the solution.
We are an open campus in a nation supposedly on "high"
terror alert. To think that 5,000 people or more in the heart
of one of the richest communities in America couldn't be
considered a "soft" target is ridiculous. They may be
watching us, but are they really doing anything?
Unless university officials realize both the tense national environment in which we exist and the vulnerable
position students in an "open campus" are in, nothing substantial to improve our safety will be done. It is not electronic eyes that make us safer. It is human eyes and bodies in touch with both a jaded student population and a
world of expanding threats that can create more security.
Students are tired of being written up constantly for parking violations while reading an increasingly dismal Campus Crime Beat every week.
One year ago yesterday, the world saw Fairfield as a
quiet, suburban university shocked by the terror of a tragic
hostage situation. With recent thefts and several breakins in the townhouses over winter break, students are left
to wonder just how effective any heightened awareness
caused by the hostage situation really is.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Where is Father Kelley when we need him?
To the Editor:
I am writing this letter in response to Fairfield University's
decision to cut the hockey program last Thursday. This decision
came as a shock to everyone on
and around campus with the exception of a distinct few. The decision was headed up by Father
Kelley and his so called "Board
of Trustees."
The truth is Fr. Kelley has
never supported the hockey program and in my four years as a
player he attended just one game.
He even lacked the courage to tell
the players and coaches himself,
instead he had Gene Doris, the
Athletic Director, break the new
to all of us. We see this as a cow-

ardly move because Gene Doris
and the rest of the Athletic Department had very little to do with this
decision and yet many are putting
the blame on them.
Fr. Kelley's decision was supposedly a financial one; he claims
that the school needed to free up
over $500,000 in the budget. However, he never even went to the
coaches, Jim Hunt and Pat Nugent,
or ex-coach and head of the Psychology Department, Dr. John
McCarthy and informed them of
the situation.
If it was clearly a money issue, Fr. Kelley would have went
to these three men and discussed
alternate ways to raise the money
needed to save the program such
as going to our thousands of

Power: The real price of war
To the Editor:
Power is an elusive commodity. But like the dollar, it is essentially the currency of politics. A
state must secure it, build it up,
whenever possible, but invest it
with the greatest possible care.
As a teacher of international
relations, I consider myself a student of power politics, a realist
with regard to power's value and
uses. It is for this reason that I view
our country's almost emotional
crusade against Saddam Hussein
as the most flagrantly reckless
commitment of our power in recent memory.
Whether we go to Iraq alone
or with the support of our allies in
Europe and the Middle East, it will
be the American prestige and treasure that will be drawn down the
most substantially by this exercise.
Loss of life, ours and the Iraqis, is

a tragic investment of power.
Yet whatever we may gain, our
power will nonetheless be crippled
by the explosion of bitterness acoss
the Middle East (clearly anticipated
in opinion polling and news reports). Finally, our occupation of
Iraq will be as open-ended and
costly as that in Afghanistan,
though on a proportionally larger
scale.
The outcome, as in Afghanistan, in terms of reconstruction and
reeducation, is by no means certain.
And, by the way, Al Qaeda will be
free to elude us while no doubt enjoying the spectacle of an America
stricken with second thoughts and
looking for someone to blame for
its damaged power base.

alumni.
The truth is Fairfield University is a business and as a member
of the Business School, I have sat
through numerous amounts of
classes with professors preaching
business ethics and the proper way
to run a business.
They preach that is business
isn't all about the bottom-line but
also about the people that are involved. The way this particular
situation was handled was extremely unethical and wrong,
which leads me to believe that this
school is being run by a bunch of
hypocrites.
Sincerely,
Joe Whelan
Class of 2003

Dead end?
To the Editor:
The Class of '00 football players entered Fairfield University in
1996 with the intent and the dream
of building a winning football program for at FU. In only three
years, through hard work and undeniable determination they won
the MAAC. Yet it went largely unnoticed by both the faculty and the
students, and is perhaps one of the
reasons for the school's decision.
It is a shame, because the players
came into the school ready to embrace it as their own, but apparently the school was not ready to
embrace them, and now it is as if
it never happened. To those who
did enjoy the program and supported it: Thank you.

Sincerely,
Sincerely,
Ed Dew
Professor of Politics

Brian Curci
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CANDIDATES' LETTERS
Caroline Conway
When I came to Fairfield University, I was
determined to make the most of my time here and
to give back as much as possible to the university
community. Reaching out to others through Board
of Governors, the FUSA Executive Board, Orientation for '05 and '06, Hunger Clean Up, and Residence Life has taught me how to motivate and lead
others to put proactive changes into effect. Anyone who worked with me can tell you that I am
extremely dedicated to improving student life at Fairfield
University, and that I will get the job done well. I will
achieve the same thing as FUSA President for the year '03'04.
The key element for effective change on campus
involves communication through a variety of channels.
Many of us have experienced frustration because of a lack
of communication here on campus, and many students feel
as if they have nowhere to go to have their voices heard. I
plan on utilizing all student media on campus to reach the
student body. Under my leadership, all branches of FUSA
will seek the opinions of the student body for programming and student life issues. I will be open to hearing all

students' voices about anything affecting the
Fairfield University community, and I will do
whatever necessary to find a more than satisfactory solution. There are solutions to the problem
of communicating cancellation of classes for inclement weather, textbook lists from professors :
to the bookstore so we can get more money for
buybacks, students' frustration with university
furniture in the townhouses, and catching the university community by surprise with the cancellation of varsity sports.
I will also strive to improve communications with town
officials.. We need increased parking on campus, and they
have attempted to block the permits for it. We contribute
to the economy in town, and we should be able to use our
Stag Cards in town and receive student discounts, as advertised. As President, I will pursue these issues to make certain that the administration and the town hear the voices of
students.
Sincerely,
Caroline Conway

MIRROR

QUESTION
OF THE WEEK
BY AMY TORCHEN

& VIRGINIA MEADE

What do you think about
the football and hockey
teams being cut?
Personally for me going
to sports events was
never a big part of my
college experience, but I
do think it's unfortunate for those involved.
—Diana Thompson, '03

Marissa Lanteri
An Open Letter to the Constituents of Fairfield
University,
From two great years in Claver to living offcampus, my time at Fairfield U. has been great.
As your president, I hope to make sure that all students have the same positive experience that I was
fortunate enough to have. After being abroad for a
semester in Florence, I am now serving as class
president for the second year in a row as well as
competing on the F.U. Ski Team.
I want to continue working for the students next year
as Student Body President because I plan to have a great
senior year and improve campus, academic and social life
in every way possible. In the past two years I have listened
to my classmates and helped organize events such as sporting events, dinners, Data Match and paintball.
Although I am now a junior, I remember vividly the
ups and downs of my freshman and sophomore years. With
the lack of available parking and rules prohibiting freshmen from having cars, instituting an off-campus shuttle
system for trips to the mall, grocery store and other sur-

rounding areas is a major priority. I haven't forgotten the limitations of dorm life, and plan to organize fun activities such as Quad Wars and a battle
of the bands to make on-campus life more exciting. Overall student satisfaction is my main goal,
and I encourage all input from underclassmen.
As a junior living off-campus I hope to mend
relations between beach students and town residents by working with the S.B.R.A. to open lines
of communication, as well as organize more events at the
townhouses to bring all students together on campus. Improving the overall popularity of the newly renovated Levee
is another major goal. Again, I know that this is only possible by listening to what the students want.
I hope to have your vote on Tuesday and am looking
forward to hearing your suggestions to make our four short
years at Fairfield the best they can be.

Kevin Neubauer

Chris Zeitz

I am running on a ticket with Jillian
Grant who is seeking the position of Vice
President of Programming. We have big
ideas for next year: we plan to establish
a system in which students can access
evaluations of professors written by other
students, which we feel will be invaluable during registration time; we will
strive to improve attendance at all school
sporting events as well as strengthen overall school spirit;
we will work to increase the prominence of student art, especially in the campus center; we would like to create more
attractive weekend programming, as well as allocating funding for weeknight events; we will work to make necessary
renovations to the Levee, as well as increasing its prominence among the student body; through new and creative
ways of funding, we will allow for the formation of new
clubs, as well as strengthening existing ones. As a rising
junior, I have an added advantage in that I will be here to
enjoy the changes that I will make.

Next year can be an amazing year for
Fairfield University. But, it will require
creative leadership and dedication.
FUSA is just one organization among
many with a strong budget for programming. As FUSA President, I vow to work
closely with all other organizations on
campus to seek out the best programming
that can be found. We need to spend our
programming budget wisely, on events that the students
want to attend. We need more "Bang for our Buck." A
primary role for the FUSA President is to serve as a liaison
between administration and the students. My administration will have a student rights advocate to help in this important role. The advocate will investigate abuses of student rights both on and off campus and communicate with
administrators to find solutions to problems
The relationship with the town has been strained in the
past few years. We have made progress, but we need to
build upon these steps. To do so, I will ask the university to
conduct an economic impact study to show the town that
we students bring millions of dollars to their economy.

Sincerely,
Kevin Neubauer

They weren't our best
teams but it's still a loss
to our school.
—Lauren Mahoney, '03
»*

They got hosed.
-Paul Duffy, '05

Sincerely,
Marissa Lanteri

Sincerely,
Chris Zeitz

It's a really bad idea
and it concerns me as a
future alumna.
—Mary Gazella, '03

^ Ji-

lt's ridiculous because
what makes your
college experience come
together is things like
football and hockey.
—Cal Stebbins, '03

Do you have an opinion about this subject?
Send your comments to
commentary@fairfieldmirror.com
Other responses will be printed or posted online,

PVCB/VATERHOUSEQOPERS
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VOTED NUMBER ONE IDEAL EMPLOYER.
PricewaterhouseCoopers was voted the number one ideal employer in the 2002 Universum
Undergraduate Survey of more than 4,000 business students and the number one
recruiter in our profession in the 2002 Emerson Company Campus Recruiting Survey.

www.pwcglobal.com/lookhere.

Look beyond the numbers.
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Administration drops the ball
"Business as usual," Hunter Greeley
'04, a member of the hockey team, said
about the morning of Thursday Feb. 6.
The team was in the midst of its standard morning practice at the Wonderland of
Ice.
What was "business as usual" soon took
a turn for the worst when head coach Jim
Hunt received a phone call from Director
of Athletics Eugene Doris at 9 a.m. asking
for the entire team and coaching staff to meet
at the Walsh Athletic Center.
"We thought we might be getting a new
rink and making forward progress with the
program," Hunt said. "Once I received that
phone call to have the entire team meet, I
knew it wasn't good."
Before Thursday, the team hadn't heard
anything about the possibility of being disbanded. No rumors. No inklings. Nothing.
"We heard the rumors that football may
be cut, and we were actually thinking we'd
benefit from that and receive more funding,"
Greeley said.
Those high hopes and lofty expectations were soon slammed down harder than

any blind-sided
athletes the respect
check the hockey
they have earned by
THE PIG PEN
team had ever enr e p resenting
MIKE PIGNATARO
countered on the
Fairfield University
ice.
~
to its fullest.
Program gone,
Yes, the decijust like that. Nearly 40 years in existence sion was important for the university's budat Fairfield, now over.
get. Yes, finances are an overriding factor.
The same holds true for the six-year- But communication is a far superior one.
old football team, whose only warnings
Football and hockey alumni were also
came when head coach Joe Bernard left and kept out of the loop. Only the more "generrumors began to spread that the future of ous" donors received a letter in the mail last
the program was uncertain.
Friday (a day after the announcement) makThe athletic administration would have ing them aware that the programs will no
you believe that the football team's future longer exist.
became unknown when Bernard decided to
As for the average alumni, they haven't
leave. But maybe the truth lies with Ber- received any direct communication from the
nard leaving the university because he knew university.
the program was going down.
"I'm doing my part as well as everyIf not for those rumors, the football one else. We give as much as we can to the
players would have not received forewarn- school," said Matt Costanzo '01, a former
ing either.
captain of the football team. "It's just a slap
The university that stresses and instills in our face."
upon its students the "Jesuit" way that repThe university not only didn't commuresents honesty and respect, took a giant leap nicate its potential plans to cut programs,
backwards by not awarding these student- but the timing of its decision to do so was

awful. Not only did the university take away
the players' chances to continue competing
at Fairfield, but seriously hurt their opportunity to play for a big name program at this
late juncture of the school year.
Sure, administrators said it was a hard
decision. They have shifted the blame to
the budget committee having just completed
its review of the university's finances.
But, St. John's underwent an extensive
18-month process before deciding to eliminate five of its varsity athletic programs in
December.
Was that sort of process done here? The
answer is clearly no.
Finances are an increasingly large concern, especially in today's society, and the
university's decision to drop two of its
higher budget sports was the most efficient
way to do so.
A decision could have been better
planned in light of the heart, drive and passion of the student-athletes involved.
But instead a decision was made that
will leave a sour taste in 85 students who
will most likely not be at Fairfield next year.

Doris doesn't deny the possibility of future cuts
CONTINUED FROM P.
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"Everyone was in complete disbelief.
When you work so hard for the school,
you'd expect a level of respect in return,"
said Joe Murphy '04, a member of the football team. "I don't think it was fair how
they led us along and didn't cancel spring
workouts when they knew they were going
to cut the program. I definitely think with
Coach Bernard leaving, it was a premeditated decision to cut the program."
The athletic administration also led the
hockey team to believe that its program
would be receiving a new facility and moving the program in a forward direction, according to head coach Jim Hunt. It wasn't
until Thursday morning's phone call by Director of Athletics Eugene Doris to Hunt that
the hockey program's future was doomed.
"We feel the university didn't think
about what they were doing. I think they
could have given us the heads-up, and let
us know what they were thinking," said
Hunter Greeley, '04. "We thought we were
getting a new rink. Just boom, and its gone.
All they are thinking about is cutting
money."
The university cited the struggling local economy and the overwhelming operating expenses of both programs as the primary factors behind the school's decision
to abruptly cut the programs.
The approximate total of $570,000
spent annually on the two programs will
now be relocated within the university's financial aid program for all eligible students
as well as "higher priority athletic programs," including men's and women's basketball, according to Fairfield University
President Rev. Aloysius P. Kelley, S.J.
"In today's uncertain economic climate,
colleges and universities across the nation
are being forced to make difficult decisions
to maintain standards of excellence, while

We thought l were getting a new rink. Just boom, and its
gone. All the ire thinking about is cutting money.
—Hunter Greeley, '04

We're playing for the names on the back of our jerseys,"not the
logo on the front.
'
—Jack Devaney, '05
at the same time balancing budgets and tuition increases," Fr, Kelley said in last
Thursday's press conference at the Arena at
Harbor Yard.
Both Fr. Kelley and Doris said the university as well as the MAAC didn't consider football and hockey to be priority
sports, and it was becoming increasingly
difficult to justify large expenditures for
these programs. Despite the disbandment
of the two programs, Fairfield still has the
highest athletic budget in MAAC.
"Restructuring the varsity athletic program is the soundest way to provide the kind
of support we believe is necessary for the
remaining 19 varsity programs ... to maintain the levels of quality and success we
desire and have achieved," Doris said.
Doris didn't deny the possibility of
more varsity programs being cut in the future, but assured there wouldn't be any other
cuts for the current budget year.
The university offered the opportunity
for the hockey program to remain as a club
sport, but the players took the drop in level
of competition as an insult.
. "Nobody wants to stay around for that
nonsense. The administration never took
the program seriously," said Ryan Murphy.
"We've played the game for 15 years. That
[club team] is a joke ... this is our lives."
However, the administration remains
confident that the decision was appropriate

in light of university priorities where the
budget committee has questioned the level
of investment the university has put into athletics.
"Fairfield University's commitment to
excellence and success in athletics is unshakable," Fr. Kelley said. "At the same
time, this decision, while extraordinarily
difficult, is made with complete confidence
that it is both right and good for Fairfield."
The timing of the university's decision
also has had a significant impact on the players' decisions to transfer elsewhere. It is
estimated that every underclassmen on the
hockey team, as well as the majority of the
underclassmen football players, will transfer from the university after this semester.
NCAA regulations will allow these players
to become immediately eligible next year.
"There's no right time for a decision
like this. Some would have criticized

Canisius by saying that they did it within
the middle of the [football] season," Doris
said. "I think it comes when the budget process itself deems it the right time and what's
best for the institution."
Hunt said he has mixed feelings on how
the university decided to handle the situation during the middle of the hockey team's
season.
"Part of me says: At least I have the
last 10 games to appreciate the guys," Hunt
said. "It would have been nice to know earlier because it really makes it hard to make
the playoffs now because of the distraction."
Jack Devaney, '05, said it's incredibly
hard for the hockey team to continue with
its season representing the university.
"I don't want to have any relations with
the university," Devaney said. "Like our
coach said, we're playing for the names on
the back of our jerseys, not the logo on the
front."
The hockey team's angered emotions
boiled over last weekend in its two games
when fights broke out in each game, partly
as a result of the team's frustration, according to Greeley.
"We're all just very frustrated. Our
emotions are going high," Greeley said.
"Someone hits you the wrong way we're just
likely to snap easier. We have nothing to
play for but our pride. We're all a little on
the edge right now."
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Stags facing setbacks
McLeod resigns as assistant for men's basketball as team loses three of five at home
erly executing offensively and defensively,"
Delfico said. "We need to step up our mental approach."
In the Stags most recent setback, an 8574 loss to Niagara Sunday, Fairfield shot a
dismal 53.3 percent from the free-throw line
while also getting beaten up under the basket.
"I'm very disappointed. Very disappointed," head coach Tim O'Toole said after Sunday's game. "We got punched on the
offensive glass in the second half. Punched."
Maxwell referred to Fairfield's play on
Sunday as "soft" as the Stags were noticeably outplayed and lacked the desire Niagara
had to win the game, according to O'Toole.
"It's about work," O'Toole said. "Everyone needs to work, and I don't think
everyone's doing that."
The Stags finish off their home schedule this weekend against Marist on Saturday and Rider on Monday before playing
their final three games on the road.

BY MIKE PIGNATARO

After an incredible start to its season,
the men's basketball team has begun to lose
more than just games recently.
The Stags, who have lost three out of
their last five games, announced last Saturday the immediate resignation of assistant
coach and former NBA player Roshown
McLeod.
McLeod plans to return to his former
home in Atlanta in an attempt to save his
marriage after his wife of less than a year
was unable to find employment in the
Fairfield area.
"It's definitely a loss to the program,
but we're not going to let it affect us at all,"
forward Nick Delfico '03 said. "He has
.great experience of basketball. He's seen
it all. He gave us great advice how to play
certain guys and how to defend against certain teams."
Volunteer assistant coach Tim Ryan '02
will move up to the paid position left by
McLeod.
Tonight Fairfield travels to Manhattan
and looks to break-out of the current slump
that has seen the team drop two games behind the first-place Jaspers.
"We just got distracted at home,
thought our record was going to speak for
itself... coming in 8-1 and thinking everybody would lie down for us," forward
Dewitt Maxwell '06 said after Sunday's loss
to Niagara. "It turned into pretty much a
wake-up call. We want to [beat] Manhattan and let the rest of the league know we'.re
back."
The Stags will need to do a better job
defensively against Manhattan's stand-out
guard Luis Flores who torched Fairfield for
44 points in Manhattan's 93-86 win in the
teams' first encounter Jan. 23 at the Arena
at Harbor Yard.
"We definitely need to contain Flores.
He can't score 44 or anything remotely
close to that," Delfico said. "We also need
to win the rebounding war and control the
tempo of the game."

MAAC STANDINGS
W L
School

Nick Delfico attempts a layup against Canisius last week.

Chris Donato/The Mirror

Controlling the boards and the tempo cent five-game home stand,
of the game has been something the Stags _
"I don't think we're struggling. We're
have lacked the majority of the team's re- * just making mental mistakes by not prop-

Manhattan

12

1

Fairfield

9

3

Iona

8

4

Niagara

7

5

Marist

5

7

St. Peter 's

4

8

Rider

4

8

Canisius

4

9

Loyola

1 10

Hockey and football players plan to transfer
CONTINUED FROM P.
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Devaney also said he is going to transfer.
"My parents are all for me transferring," said Devaney. "They want me to get
out of here. I have a few contacts, but I
don't want to jinx anything yet."
University President Rev. Aloysius R
Kelley, S.J. said in a press
conference last Thursday,
the decision to cut the two
programs doesn't mean
Fairfield's commitment
to athletics has wavered
in any way.
"The action taken
will serve to strengthen
MURPHY
our commitment to excellence in higher priority

sports programs," Fr. Kelley said.
The freshmen and sophomores have the
option to transfer and to continue playing
their sport, but for a junior it may be too
late to transfer to another school.
After putting three years into the program, juniors are usually mostly excited
about their senior year.
Now they will not get that chance to
play and even the chance to finish their collegiate career. .
Tom Unger '00, and a member of the
football team's coaching staff, said the camaraderie of the team is what he remembered most about being apart of the program
and what the current players will be no
longer be able to experience.
"A special bond is formed when you're
apart of a team like this," Unger said. "Now

with the dismantlement
of the program and the
amount of transfers that
is going to occur will ruin
that bond."
In 1996, Fairfield
brought back the football
GOMULINSKI team to increase the male
population at the school.
Now with the disbandment of these two
programs, the male attendance at the school
may drop again.
Most players wish the university had
just extended them the courtesy of alerting
the teams earlier in the year.
"The university didn't handle it well
at all. It's late right now in the year,"
Devaney said. "It would have been a lot
easier if the decision was made earlier in

the year.
Players like freshman football standout
SalvatOre do have the ability and better timing to transfer rather than his older teammates.
"I am definitely transferring, it's not
even a question," said Salvatore. "Change
is good sometimes, but I would have liked
to stay here."
Salvatore is looking to
transfer and play at Sacred
Heart,
St.
Peters,
Georgetown, or Duquesne,
where former Stags head
coach Joe Bernard is now
the offensive coordinator.
"It's going to be hard
to start over," he said, "but
I'm sure I will get comDEVANEY
fortable."

20

Editor: Mike Pignataro
E-mail: sports@fairfieldmirror.com

Money talks, players walk
Many football and hockey players plan to transfer after disbandment of programs
BY MIKE THEILE

"I am definitely going to
transfer."
The words came quickly from
The Sports Network Ail-American
Division I-AA first team selector
Jeff Gomulinski '06, as he responded to Fairfield University's
decision to disband the football
and hockey programs.
"It will be tough to start over,"
said Gomulinski. "Everything
happened so fast, right now I don't
know where I am going to be next
year."
Right now football players
like Gomulinski and Brad
Salvatore '06, and hockey players
like Ryan Murphy '05 and Jack
Devaney '05 are going through a
process like many of the freshmen
and sophomore players on both
teams ... does their future lie here
or at another school?
Gomulinski said he is looking
to transfer to Central Florida,
Southern Mississippi, Boston College or Western Illinois, and he is

Stags hockey fans made signs showing their support for the fallen program.

still in the process of getting contacted by other schools.
"Right now I have to weigh

my options and get past this," said
Gomulinski.
Many football players said

Amy WomackAThe Mirror

they had heard rumors of the disbandment, but the hockey players
were shocked to hear that their

team was getting cut.
"It was a complete and utter
shock to all of us," said Murphy.
"We were thinking it may be good
and maybe we were getting a new
rink. Then they just dropped a
bomb on us."
Murphy, like many of his
teammates, are now going through
the process of finding another
school to play at.
"I've been firing out emails
everywhere, and basically waiting
around to see what comes back,"
said Murphy.
Freshmen players, who are
going to transfer, are going to have
to go through the whole transition
process of a new environment all
over again.
"The worst part is that we
[freshmen] are just getting settled
in," said Murphy. "You're nervous
about getting in with guys on the
team and making the lineup, now
this happens."
Sophomore hockey player
SEE "HOCKEY" ON P.
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Alumni outraged over disbandment
BY JESS HOLMBERG

Sixty-four returning football
players. Twenty-one returning
hockey players. Ten coaches. As
of the 2003/2004 academic year,
all 95 of them will become a piece
of university history.
After more than 35 years of
history at Fairfield, the football and
ice hockey teams are eliminated
from the university's athletic program.
"It's one of the more disappointing things that's ever happened to me," said Steve Hadley
'01, former football player. "I was
the second class to play football
here. We built up a championship
team. We had a short program, but
a great program. Our biggest fear
is that we will be forgotten."
Football first appeared on
campus as a club sport, beginning
with the 1966 season. The club
team played its first game against
Iona College, and finished the season with an 0-5-1 record.
The team reached the club
national championship game in
1979, but lost to the University of
Lowell 60-40.
After the disbandment in the
1986 season, the club team soon

turned into the 20th varsity sport
at Fairfield on March 28,1995 and
began competition in the Fall of
1996 as a Division I-AA nonscholarship program.
Top-rated Division I-AA defense for rushing (61.7 y.p.g.) and
for total yards (213.8 y.p.g.) in
1998, the Stags finished off the
1998 season as MAAC Champions.
In 1999, the defense was
ranked second for scoring defense
(13.4 p.p.g) and for total defense
(237.7 y.p.g.).
In total, six Fairfield players
earned Ail-American honors, and
one player received Academic AilAmerican honors.
With such a successful history, many alumni looked towards
a brighter future and were crushed
by the news.
"I wish they had told us
sooner, especially in a recruiting
standpoint," said assistant coach
Tom Unger, '00. "I feel as if I just
wasted the last two months on the
road getting students that I felt
would be an asset to the university academically and athletically."
Many alumni felt there was a
breakdown of communication regarding the elimination.

"A lot of questions are being
raised in how the university didn't
notify anyone and were very secretive about the issue," said
former team captain Matt
Costanzo,'01. "One Jesuit priest
at Fairfield once told me: 'Any
reputation is earned.' After this incident, what reputation do you
think Fairfield has earned with
trust and loyalty?"
The football team does not
stand alone. The men's ice hockey
team was also eliminated starting
in the 2003/2004 academic year.
"I am very disappointed,
shocked and surprised," said
former hockey player John Hanley,
'84. "In the real world, everyone
makes tough decisions, but the big
problem here is what the decisionmaking process was. They lacked
clarity. They should have given
the team one more year to try and
raise more money."
University President Rev.
Aloysius P. Kelley, S.J. said that
the elimination of both programs
would result in significant annual
savings of approximately
$570,000, not including athletic
grants-in-aid. Those funds would
be reallocated to support the
university's student financial aid

program.
2000-2001 with a 10-14-2 mark.
Former hockey player Marsh They posted a 275-414-28 record
Richards, '83, was angered by the in varsity play, heading into the
news.
2002-03 season.
"I'm disappointed, discourMany alumni complained
aged, and embarrassed of the they were not notified of the disschool," Richards said. "I don't bandment.
think they handled it correctly at
Highly active donors of the
all. Not much thought went into football and hockey alumni rethe process. I feel awful for the ceived notification on Friday.
players. Schools have made mis"It's definitely hard for a lot
takes like this. There's going to of guys to open up the newspaper
be outrage from students, players, and find out the news that way,"
family and alumni."
said former football player Eric
Hockey also began as a club Giordano, '01. "None of us were
sport with a schedule of scrim- notified. Next homecoming, most
mages in 1966-67. In its first full alumni can drive by campus and
schedule of games in 1968-69, the go directly to the Grape."
team finished with a 18-8-0 record
"They kept everyone in the
and joined the Metropolitan Inter- dark. There's been no effort to try
collegiate Hockey League and save the program. The way
(MIHL).
the university handled it was emThe team posted a 27-0 regu- barrassing and changed my view
lar season record during the 1973- . of the university," Hanley added.
74 season and captured the MIHL "We should be spending money
championship. The hockey pro- for the program, not taking it
gram was elevated to varsity sta- away. The alumni were never
tus for the 1974-75 season under given a change to raise money. If
Dr. John McCarthy and posted an we weren't able to raise money,
18-8-1 mark that year.
we could live with the decision ...
The Stags were a founding but we were never given the
member of the MAAC Hockey chance."
League in 1998, and the team's
Staff Writer Annie Mullowney
best record in the MAAC came in contributed to this article.

